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HAILWOOD COMEBAGK? 


Nine times world motor-cycle champion Mike Hailwood 
(Britain) is considering a return to racing two-wheelers in 
1975. He has been racing cars since 1968 when the 

Honda works team he rode for withdrew from the grand 
prix circuit. He turned down the offer of a contract from 
Yamaha for 1974 electing instead to race a McLaren car. 
But in the German Grand Prix he crashed, seriously in- 
juring a leg. Now he is left without a drive for 1975 and 
has admitted that he could be tempted back to bikes. 
Hailwood, still only 34 (a year younger than reigning 
world .champion Phil Read), holds the TT lap record at, 
108.77mph. If he returns, it will almost certainly be with 


CLEEK SHARE 


== 































cL 









































ELD HON 














Photos by Malcolm Green 






National 500cc champion Dale Wylie and American AMA expert Randy Cleek shared 
the honours after the first round of the 1974/75 Marlboro road race series at Gracefield. 
Both TZ 750 Yamaha riders took a first place and a third in the two heats to lead the 
points table with 15 points each. on the second lap Boote pulled 

Cleek, who rode the machine of fellow American Phil out with gearbox problems, to 
McDonald who damaged a collarbone during practise, came be joined soon ties By. Sunde 
third in tne first leg behind Wylie and Australian Murray Whe complained ae 
Sayle (Kawasaki H2R). His own similar machines blew an : 


; 


engine in practise. 
Wylie’s win in the first heat 
came largely at the expense of 
American Pat Hennen. Hennen, 
Who recently contracted to race 
Kawasakis in the USA next 
season, had a handy lead over 
last year's series winner but was 
forced to retire when.the gear 
lever of his factory Suzuki TR 
500 Mk II came adrift late in 
the race. But not content to 
merely accept his inherited 
position, Wylie put in a sizzling 
59.6second 12th lap and 
finished the 15 laps in a time 
of 14 minutes and 17 seconds 


y= tTaurseconashead.of Sayle. 


The previous lap record for 
the 1.3-mile street circuit was 
57 seconds, set by Hamilton's 
Trevor Discombe on a TZ 350 
Yamaha. 

Hennen also led the second 
Marlboro heat for two-thirds 
of the distance but relinquished 
his lead to Cleek. three laps 
from the finish. Cleek won in 


a time of 14 minutes 28.5 seconds, 


less than half a second ahead 
of Hennen and some 11 seconds 
in front of Wylie. 4 

A crowd of about 7000 
sweltered in mid-20's sunshine 
as 22 starters lined up for the 
first heat. Of the 10 overseas 
contestants present at the 
meeting, seven took their place 
‘on the grid: Phil McDonald 
nursed a sore collarbone and 
Australian TZ 350 rider, Mike 
Steele, had gremlins in his 
motor as did similarly-mounted 
Geoff Sayle. The TZ 750 with 
the big ‘E’ on the fairing stood 
in the pits ready to go — but 
Phil Frank was stranded in the 
fog at Los Angeles airport. 

The New Zealand contingent 
was hardly up to full strength, 
either, with both Trevor Dis- 
combe and Stewart Avant 





Zealand sidecar champions Paul 
Corbert and Stu Forbes (Suzuki 
750) lead the Australian B. Holmes/ 


reverting to their TZ 350 
Yamahas after striking problems 
with their four-cylinder 750's, 
Keither Turner's Benelli didn't 
turn up. Alan Collison's 
Kawasaki 750 didn’t make it 
past the scrutineers, Other 
notable non-appearances, for 
various reasons, were those of 
Mike Sinclair, John Woodley 
and Steve Maxwell, who was 
shaken up in a crash during 
practice, 

Hennen occupied pole 
position on the grid, with Wylie, 
Sayle, John Boote (TZ 750) 
and Discombe to his right. 
Steve Dundon jumped the gun 
‘on his Suzuki TR 500 twin and 
as the nervous field took off 
after him, Boote, Wylie and 
a couple of others stayed put 


waiting for them to come around 


for the restart. Suitably 
“psyched”, the Christchurch 
pair hurtled into the first left 
hand corner at the head of the 
field on the restart, Somewhere 


Murray de Lacy walked away with the 251 


K. Rees Yoshimura Honda outfit 
into Dulux corner. 












Wylie, Hennen and Sayle 
quickly established themselves 
as the pace-setters and opened 
a considerable gap on Cleek 
and Discombe who in turn were 
some distance ahead of Auck- 
land's Ken Fletcher on another 
of the big Yamahas. After 
seven laps the leading trio 
were still in close company but 
Hennen had nudged his nimble 
Suzuki to the front. Further 
down the field, Paul MacLach- 
lan (TZ 750), Ginger Molloy 
(Harley Davidson 350), Gary 
Boote (TZ 750) and Indonesian 
Sidarto Sa (TZ 750) staged a 
white-hot battle for the $60. 
seventh place prize-money with 
Molloy calling on all his vast 
experience to keep the little 
Harley in the hunt. On the 
treacherously bumpy Dulux 
corner, there was no rider with 
more polish and class than the 
Huntly veteran. 

Hennen held the lead for a 
few laps until a mis-fire devel- 
oped in his machine and Wylie 













j0cc race on his Yamaha. 


began to exert more pressure. 
The 21-year-old American. 
dropped back to third behind 
Sayle but after a sojourn 
lasting one lap a lost gearshift 
lever put the seal of finality 
on his efforts. Cleek, mean- 
time, had separated himself 
from Discombe and was per- 
ceptibly gaining on Sayle. 
MacLachlan and friends had 
Fletcher in their sights over 
the last few laps but they 
could not catch the flying red- 
head, However, Sidarto climbed 
three places to claim sixth 
ahead of MacLachlan. 

Wylie's race time gave him an 
average lap time of almost one 
second below the previous lap 
record. Sayle followed, also 


with an average lap time below 
' 


Wylie and John Boote lead the pack into Dulux corner. 
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Auckland's Ken Fletcher came fourth ovorall in the Marlboro heats. 


the record, four seconds 
behind Wylie and Cleek came 
in third 10.3 seconds in arrears 
of Sayle. 

For the second leg, Cleek 
displaced Discombe on the 
outside of the front row of the 
grid. After some feverish pit 
activity the Levi camp had 
Boote’s bike ready for action 
again and Hennen had found 
his errant gear lever. 

Wylie had the upper hand 
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and Hennen, Boote and Cleek 
were snapping at his heels. 
Within a couple of laps these 
four had left behind the rest 
of the pack, led by Gary Boote 
and a slow-starting Sayle. 
Fletcher and Discombe 
continued their feud and swept 
Past the younger Boote on the 
fifth lap, Riding the race of his 
life, Boote prepared for a race- 
long tussle with MacLachlan 
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Americans Phil McDonald (D) and 


Pat Hennen (P) lead Dale Wylie 
Crt the A-Grade ovent at ane 
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New Zealand road racers have had a long and rewarding association 
with the Isle of Man TT and many will view with somewhat mixed 
feelings the loss of world championship status which seems inevitable 
from 1976 onwards. The 37%-mile mountain course has been in- 
duded in a list of circuits which do not conform to the new 
safety requirements required by the FIM. 

The FIM has agreed to allow these circuits to hold their world 
championship meetings from 1975 but has made it clear that they 
will have to be brought up to standard before any further permits 
will be granted. Clearly, the unique Isle of Man course can never be 
re-fashioned. 

Since the emergence of big-money events such as the American 
Daytona 200, New Zealand riders have not flocked to the TT as they 
once did. There was a time when New Zealand entered an official 
team every year. A small subsidy is still available to New Zealand 
riders wishing to race there. But the loss of world status for what is, 
in many respects, the most demanding road circuit in the sport, will 
be widely regretted. te: 

It has been said that the safety levels of the circuit have not kept 
pace with the development of machinery. But, as former New 


&] 


Zealand Isle of Man TT representative, Don McNeill, readily pointsow 
— the throttle works both ways. McNeill knows all about the dangers 
of the circuit. He crashed in practice in 1959 while riding a 500 
Manx Norton and as a result he spent a long period in hospital. 3 
But he has never lost his enthusiasm for the island and has since 
been back three times’as a spectator. He is planning to go again this 
year. “If it is going to be the last with world championship status, 


I’ve got to see it”. He agrees that there is no room for error on the 
circuit but considers this adds to the challenge. 

And he feels that even without world championship status, the 
TT will go on. “I don’t think the atmosphere will be lost. The big 
stars haven't gone for several years and there was still a record crowd 
last year. You can feel the atmosphere there’. But he does concede 
that eventually, the TT will have to be held on an artificial circuit. 

Speeds have crept up in the bigger classes: When New Zealand's 
Rod Coleman won the junior TT in 1954 on a works AJS he averaged 
91.51mph. In the last TT the winning speed was 104.44mph. But 
the tremendous improvements made in handling and braking would 
appear to off-set this. 

In the smaller capacity classes, speeds in some instances are even 
slower. In 1963, Kiwi Hugh Anderson rode his works Suzuki to 
victory in the 125cc TT at an average speed of 89.27mph and two 
years later set a lap record of 96.02mph. The winning average speed 
in the last 125 TT was just 88.44mph! 

Anderson also won the 50cc TT in 1964 at a record average speed 
of 80.64mph and the same year set a lap record of 81.13mph. 

The threat hanging over the TT course is a reflection of attitudes 
towards road circuits throughout the world. It will clearly not be 
long before the move to artificial track is complete. Riders will no 
longer be able to appreciate what riding in a genuine road race is all 
about. In New Zealand, that fantastic four-mile shingle surfaced 
course at Cust is no longer used for the New Zealand Grand Prix and 
the event has certainly never been the same since its move to Ruapuna 


‘be in the future some bright spark will decide that short cir- 
Feige MATa” Goring oad Writ" LaAivicta | Canipargri’ ea raturay eon 
Only then will rood 
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long distance racing on genuine road circuits. 
racing be what it once was — racing on the road. 
Rod Dew 
EDITOR 
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JANUARY 


1/2 Taupo/Rotorua moto cross — $2000 total prize money. 
2 Gisborne GP road races including NZ 250 TT. 
5 Whangamata $1000 moto cross; Northland moto cross champs 
at Waitangi; Marlboro road race series fourth round at Levels 
raceway, Timaru 





12 Final round, Marlboro road race series, at Ruapuna Park, 
Christchurch. 

19 Lady Wigram trophy race at Wigram, Christchurch . 

26 North Island semi final of Pall Mall moto cross champs, at 


Queen Elizabeth Park, Paekakariki. 
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SIDECA’ 


Sir, 
| have recently purchased 

a sidecar which was previously 

ona Honda SL 100 and am 

trying to adapt this unit fora 

Suzuki TS 185 or TS 250, 

| would be interested to know 

where | could find information 

as-to how this can best be set 

up, regarding relative position 

of the-sidecar wheel, lean of 

the bike, etc, and problems 

encountered, Any information 

would be welcome. 

Tim McV. 

Bulls. 


{A visit to a major Suzuki dealer 
might help answer your problem. 
Can any readers help? Editor). 


CHAS MORTIMER 


Sir, 
| see that Chas Mortimer 
is coming to race-here over 
Christmas. You obviously 
know his record which is quite 
impressive, but | doubt if you 
have ever seen him race. | saw 
him quite regularly on British 
circuits up to the end of the ‘72 
season and | have always 
reckoned that he was underrated 
as until this season he only 
raced small bikes regularly 

He is unspectacular, the 
sort of rider that makes you 
think “blimey where did he 
come from’’. But this, of course, 
is compared with people like 
Paul Smart, John Cooper or 
Ray Pickerall, 

The only other rider who | 
can think of as equaliy unim 
pressive but very fast is Peter 
Williams, who | think was 
about the best man racing in 
Europe until his accident 
And that includes Read 
R.A. Kirby 
Auckland. 


(Bob Northrop, who wrote the 
piece on Mortimer, replies: | have 
seen Chas in action — winning the 
Formula 750 TT at the Isle of Man 
earlier this year, and also competing 
in the 125cc TT before he retired. 
sti 
t ‘came ho would 
threat. But this is rather 
now). 


NO SCRAMBLE 





Sir, 

In the New Zealand Motor- 
cycle News you had advertised 
a scramble to be held at 
Papakura on November 24. On 
arriving at Papakura we found 
that the club running it, had 
decided not to hold the scramble. 
We had just travelled 120 miles 
to find this out. 

This sort of thing is not on 
and is the sign of a very poorly 
run club, The day was fine so 
the weather was not the excuse. 
On talking to other scramblers, 
| find that | am not the first 
person to get caught like this. 
These clubs that do this should 
Not get a second chance to 
advertise in your paper. 
Travelling is not cheap. 

F. Mackie 
Otorohanga 


LIFE AND DEATH 


Sir, 

A correspondent to your 
newspaper recently said that 
retailers should not sell large 
Motor-cycles to youngsters, 
He quoted the case of a 16-year- 
old killing himself on a Norton 
and assumed that the rider was 
killed because of his own lack 
of riding ability. 

{f this was the case, and it 
may not have been the rider’s 
lack of ability that caused the 
accident, the problem with 
young riders and big bikes lies 
not with the retailer selling a 






















GROUND RULES 

‘Opinions expressed in the corres- 
pondence column are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, who reserves 
the right to shorten letters and. 
correct grammar. Letters of 200 
words or less will stand a greater 
chance of publication than those of 
greater wordage. 


large machine to a youngster 
so much as a youngster riding a 
large machine 

There is an important 
distinction here. 

It is both unreasonable and 
impracticable to stop retailers 
selling large machines to,buyers 
who have the money and 
inclination to buy them. 

A more practicable move is. 
to bring about a change in licences 
to make it illegal for youngsters 
to ride large machines until 
such time that they have learnt 
the “tricks of the trade” either 
by riding a smaller machine for 
awhile or by going to a 
motor-cycle schoo}. 

It was with this in mind that 
the New Zealand Motor-cycle 
Association has been pressing 
the Government for the intro- 
duction of the three tier motor- 
cycle licence system which 


restricts arider to a. machine of ~~ 


250cc or less until he has been 
riding for six months or has 
been through an approved riding 
school. 

This legislation has been 
stagnating in Parliament for 
months and seems no nearer 
implementation although the 
Minister of Transport (Sir Basil 
Arthur) has assured us that he 
is trying to expedite its passage. 

In the meantime the NZMCA 
has set up two motorcycle 
schools in the Wellington 
district and is hoping to start 
others in smaller towns as 
well, 


—— 


But, until such time thanihy 
mes in 
of young 
and large motorcycles will 
with Us as a memorial to th, 
passage through Parliament 
life and death legislation, 
Allan R. Kirk 
President 
NZ Motorcycle Assn. 





SIDECARS 
Sir, 
| have just one gripe 
your otherwise perfect mg 
Where are the sidecars? S¢ 
get a lot of space, as do triali 
and road racing but the chairs 
are only mentioned in Passing: 
as part of a meeting. They ara. 
treated like an appendage tha} 
isn't really needed. ‘ 
| noticed this only after the 










turned on what was to me,a_ 
fantastic display. To the publ 
the chairs are one of the most 
enjoyable aspects of a meeti 
The reason for this is thata bi 
belts round a circuit on a fair 
even keel. But'when the chai 
come on the spectators see © 
people risking injury even more 
closely. The passenger on one: 
of, these outfits really lets itout 
when he hangs off that machine 
I've seen a broken shoulder of 
two when a guy tried taking 
part of the kerb with him. For. 
some reason people like to see. 
people risking their lives, 
(bloody wierd), and side cars” 
came the closest to it. 
Gordon Hansen 
Fendalton. 


MOAN 
Sir, 
| read motorcycle magazines) 
{usually of the dirt-type) = 
Aussie ones, Yank ones and all” 
the rest including yours. For 
some reason, even though | am 
a full blooded, beer-potted Kiwi, 
right down to my blessed cotton 
All Black Sox, | seem to enjoy 
the American ones best. 

|_am not grumbling about 
the coverage given to moto- ete 
cross by you, because anyone = «4 
Wwho'grumbles at that is jUste fy 
unable to be pleased: The 
thing is that the writing is. 
sterile. The Yanks seem to get 
“IN" with it and write a story 
with you, not at you. A couple 
of jokes here, a bit of stirring 
there. Just something that 
makes the reader want to keep 
on reading and not have the sto 
end. | suppose that you could 
put it down to the fact that 
their stuff is also entertainment! 
From you we get News. 

Keep the news in by all. 

























































ment as well, 
P. Phillips, Wellington’ 
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Do you want the best for your machine, if so, We've gotit; 


TM 125 Parts 
SUZUKI) 


Write to us, wa offer the fastest and most efficient service available, 
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The list of events countin: 





ng Qyreur 





ig towards the New Zealand road racing championships is the 


largest in living memory. And for any rider making a serious bid for a title, more tra- 
velling and substantially increased costs will be inevitable. 


The period over which the 
championships will be decided 
has also been considerably len- 
gthened. The first national 
championship event of the sea- 
son was held at Pukekohe (the 
junior TT) as early as Septem- 
ber 25. At present, the final 
rounds of all classes are sche- 
duled to take place’ during the 
Hamilton Grand Prix — one of 
a number of meetings given 
national status for the first time 
—on April 5. 

This is a notable departure 
from tradition. The New Zea- 
land Grand Prix meeting, to be 
held at Ruapuna Park this year 
on March 29 and 30, has always 
before marked the end of the 
championship trail 

There was a time when the 
New Zealand Auto Cycle Union 
tried to relate the number of 
championship rounds in each 
island to the numbers of com- 
petitors. The ratio of four or 
five to the North and three to 
the South has always been 
acceptable: 


But this has now been dis- | 


carded. There are three cham- 
pionship meetings in the South 
Island — Wigram on January 19, 
Teretonga on January 26 and 
the New Zealand Grand Prix — 
compared with six in the North 
catering for all classes. There 
is also a possibility of a full 


championship meeting being 
allocated to Manfeild, increas- 
ing the number to seven. Three 


pother=meetinas,.in..the.North 
Island carryiny championship 
points for selected classes have 
been approved as well. 

It might be worth noting that 
three of the five road racing 
championships went to South 
Islanders last season. 

The defending champions are 
Dale Wylie (Christchurch ,500cc) 
Stuart Avant (Christchurch, 
350ce), Murray de Lacy (A\ 
land, 250cc), A. Burrell (Napier, 
125) and P. Corbett (Sidecar, 
Blenheim). 

Wylie ‘and Avant currently 
hold the first two placings in 
the current 500cc series, the 
positions they filled overall 
last season. 

Five classes will be catered 
for at championship level; 125, 
250, 350, 500cc and sidecar. 


The latter championship will 
have fewer rounds than the 
others. 





_ Points in all championships ~ 
will be on the usual 9,7, 6, 5, 
4,3, 2, 1 basis. 

Meetings granted champion- 


ship status which are still to be , 


held (all solo classes unless 
otherwise stated) are: 





January 19, Wigram (NZ Air- 
field Championships); January 
26, Teretonga; January 31, 
Tauranga; March 29 and 30, 
New Zealand Grand Prix at 
Ruapuna; April 5, Hamilton 
Grand Prix. 





January 2, Gisborne; 





Hinton Wins 


Marathon Nelson 


Super-Enduro 


Wollington riders dominated the results of the first Marlboro super-enduro 
of 90 miles, held in the Nelson area. The winner was R. Hinton (Suzuki 400) 
with D. Aitchison socond on a similar machine. 

The first non-Wellington rider was B. Langbein, of Nelson, who filled third 
placing on a Maico 400. 

A former Christchurch rider now living in Nelson, E. van Geldermaisen, 
won the trail bike section on a Suzuki 185 from R. Cooke (Motucka) on a 
Suzuki 250. 

Forty-five riders started in the event, which consisted of nine laps of a 
demanding 10-mile course on the property of-the Parks brothers in 88 Valley, 








near Wakefiold. 
Results were:— 


Open Class — R. Hinton (Wellington), 400. Suzuki 





1; D. 


Aitchison (Wellington), 400 Suzuki 2; B. Langbein (Nelson), 400 Maico 3; 


F, Leckio (Wellington), 
20, 5. 
R. Cooke (Motueka), 250 Suzuki, 





Suzuki 400 4; D. McCallum (Blenheim), 
Trail bike class — E. van Gestermaisen (Nelson), 185 Suzuki, 1; 
;G. Wilson (Nelson) 250 Kawasaki 3. 


Honda 





Nelson rider D. Shand (Honda 100) getting a soaking during the Marlboro 





super enduro race 


the 88 Valloy, Nelson. 





SI. Hill 
Climb to 
Nicholls 


New Zealand moto- 
cross representative John 
Nicholls (250 Honda) won 
the South Island 350cc 
grass hill climb champion- 
ship at Teddington. 


Nicholls recorded the fastest 
time of the day, 15.838sec on 
his first attempt. His other 
two official timed runs were 
both slower than 16sec. 

The runner-up was Larry 
Ross (250 Suzuki), of Christ- 
church, His best time was 
16.143sec kept him just ahead 
of Graeme Stapleton (Kawasaki) 
also of Christchurch. 

Ross comfortably won the 
125cc title on his smaller 
Suzuki with a fine time of 








N.Z.LA. Checking Service 


A checking service on 
secondhand motorcycles for 
prospective purchasers, 
similar to those carried out 
Gn cars by the AA, has been 
started in Wellington by the 
New Zealand Motorcycle 
Association. 

Mr Andrew Ollivier, Welling- 
ton representative for the 
NZMCA, said ‘The checks are 
comprehensive and initially will ° 
be carried out after business 
hours or during the weekends 
to facilitate the checking of 


17,379sec, achieved on his 
second timed run. His first 

, time of 17.722sec would also 
have been good enough for 
victory. 

The runner-up was Staple- 
ton ona similar 125 Suzuki. 
His best run was timed at 
18.209sec. 


Results (all riders from Christ- 
church unless otherwise stated 


* due in New Zealand. 





motorcycles sold privatély, the 
area where one is most likely 
to buy a ‘dud’. 

He said the tests will be 
carried out by a registered A 
grade mechanic. 

The service will be open to 
members of the NZMCA at a 
cost of $7. A subscription for 
the NZMCA is $1 so the overall 
cost for a non-member to have 
@ prospective Purchase checked 
will be $8. 

The NZMCA feels that a 
service such as this is long over- 


wero: — 


350cc championship — J, 
Nicholls 250 Honda 15.838sec 1; 
L. Ross 250 Suzuki 16.143sec 2, 
G, Stapleton 250 Kawasaki 16,413 
sec 3, P, Doecke 260 Suzuki 
16,51 1sec 4, G.W. Sword 250 
Suzuki 17.049sec 5. 

125ce championship — Ross 
fer } Staploton 125 Suzuki 

18.209sec 2, A. Bryce Honda 
1B36hve 3A Maxwell (Dunedin) 

8.713s0c 4, P, Carpenter 
ronda 1B B91 sec 5. 
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Prompt Mail Order Service 
Try Us For Hard To Get Parts 
Extensive Stocks Held 
NORJO MOTORS 
239 Riccarton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up tg 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Service 

RONNIE MOORE 

843 Colombo Street Christchurch 

Telephone 50182 






















In Stock NOW 
Bultaco Lobito 175cc Trail $1150 
A beaut for Trail or competition 
Also Immediate Delivery 

Bultaco Alpina 350cc $1438 
Bultaco Alpina 250cc $1344 








Terms Available 
H.B. MOTOR CYCLES LTD 
Hastings St., Napier 
Phone: 54205 
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55 Upper Queen Street, 
Auckland 1. 


St. Asaph St., Christchurch 
















173 GREAT.SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


Phone 548159 
NZ distributor for 










machine. 


DEBUT 

Hannan made his road racing 
debut in 1968 when he entered 
his road-going Honda 175 at 
an Amaroo Park, Sydney, 
meeting. A few weeks later, 
however, he was sailing for 
England to look for a job which 
had anything to do with racing 
bikes, He found one with Terry 
Dennehy, with whom Hannan 
stayed for 18 months, travelling 
throughout Europe campaigning 
the world championship events. 
While doing so he became friends 
with another rider from “Down 
Under" who was doing rather 
well on an international scale — 
Ginger Molloy, from Huntly. 

In 1970 Hannan teamed up 
with Molloy to look after the 
New Zealander’s three works 
Bultacos (125, 250 and 360) 
and 500cc Kawasaki H1R in 
Europe. It was to prove a 
successful combination as Molloy 
finished runner-up to. multi 
world champion Giacomo, 
Agostini in the 500cc class the 


same season. 











At the end of 1970 Molloy 
purchased a Yamaha TR3 and 
after winning his first meeting 

ith itat.Nova Gorica in, 
‘ugoslavia the complete 
equipe boarded a ship back to 


oy 


250cc beach championships. 
Australia. On arrival Hannan 
spent the following three 
months basking in the sun on 
Sydney beaches, sipping cold 
beer to keep his body temper- 
ature down!! 















ry us for... 
HARD TO GET PARTS 
+ SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (including, 
new engines) 
HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
{including bolts) 
NORTON MANX— SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 
AAMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
AND USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 
ALSO 









SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 





MARRIED 

After what he describes as 
“a complete rest"' he took a 
Job asa mechanic in a suburban 
Rose Bay motor-cycle shop 
owned, by Jim Davies and was 
soon turning a Suzuki T500. 
into a shoe-string road racer, 
At about the same time he 
married attractive Leslie 
Chelman, Leslie shared his 
enthusiasm for motor-cycling 
and accompanies her husband 
wherever his racing takes him, 

Hannan continued to develop 
the T500 and became one of the, 





Hannan on the race-kitted RD250 which he later rode to third place in the 





In the short time he has been in New Zealand, amiable 
Aussie Ralph Hannan has established himself as one of - 
the “personalities” of the local road racing scene. The 
28-year-old Hamilton-based mechanic can always be 
relied upon to give the spectators, many of whom will 
know him simply as “‘number six”, value for money as 
he flings his RD 350 Yamaha-based racing machine around 
the circuits with gay abandon. At the time of writing, 
his latest efforts had brought him a second place in the 
350cc event at the Porirua GP. He was lying fourth in 
the GP proper until he hit a pot-hole and dropped his 


top C-grade riders in NSW. Early 
in 1972 Molloy was keeping 
a close eye on his former 
mechanic's progress and loaned 
him his TD2 Yamaha which had 
been tuned by Melbourne's 
two stroke magician, Bert 
Flood, and had been clocked 
at 152mph at Bathurst. 

Ata meeting at Calder, 


- Melbourne, ie won the B-grade 


scratch, came third in the A- 
grade 350 and second in the A- 
grade 250 on the Yamaha. No 
mean effort for a C-grader in his 
second season. But the meeting 
had its dramas and Hannan 
crashed four times during the 
day. 

MOVE TO NZ... 

By this time Mr and Mrs 
Hannan were making plans to 
move to New Zealand— _ 
Molloy had offered Ralph a 
‘good job plus a bike to race. 
Before leaving, Hannan entered 
the TD2 in an Oran Park 
meeting. He demolished the 
C-grade lap record during 
practise and staged a tremendous 
battle with Murray Sayle and 
Gregg Hansford in the B-grade 
event, finishing second to Sayle, 
Butin the final event he 
crashed at over SOmph after 
clipping tbe curb. Hannan 







was virtually unhurt, but the 
Yamaha was badly damaged, 

The couple arrived in Auck- 
land on September 3 and 
Hannan teamed up with Molloy 
to establish Ginger Molloy Motor 
Cycles in Hamilton. Kawasaki 
importer, Laurie Summers, lent 
him the Molloy H1R for his 
first meeting-here, al Pukekohe. 
Hannan had never gone'so quick 
before but the handling gave 
him a few moments he would 
much rather forget. Neverthe- 
less, he came sixth. 


A few weeks later at Bay Park 
he dropped the H1R and on the 
advice of Molloy he returned 
to the TD2 Yamaha, finishing 
the season fifth in the national 
250ce points table. One of his 
best performances to: date was 


by Brian Lawrence 


given at Gracefield the same 
season when he chased home 
Trevor Discombe in the NZ 
Lightweight TT, beating Molloy 
and the late Geoff Perry in the 
During the winter months 
the Yamaha was,sold and Hannan 
turned:to moto Gross, riding a 
Kawasaki F8, Also, hé and 
Molloy; together with a few 
friends, found time to liven up 
the go-kart scene in the Waikato 


with their own home-built models. 


In October 1973 Hannan 
began tuning a Yamaha RD 350 
which he rode to several fine 
placings last season. One was in 
the 1974 South Pacific GP at 
Pukekohe, where, despite 
giving away much horsepower _ 
to the TZ 350's he managed a 
fifth place. The following 





wad aa 


‘on a Yamaha, 251 ed 
floni the"persoi 
only recently. sold the niachine, 
SAFETY 
Like most serious riders, 

Hannan is quite concerned 
about safety al some tracks. A 
broken left-arm, sustained when 
he fell while negotiating the 
Shell chicane at the last road 
race meeting of the 1973/74 
season at Pukekohe, no doubt 


increased his safety-consciousness 


The new Manfeild circuit is: 
considered by Hannan to be 
tops in this respect, 

Kiwi organisation of race: 
meetings comes in for praise 
from the jovial Australian; 

“To organise a race meeting 
properly you need everyone's 
support and | think Kiwis work 
well togéther. The Marlboro 
series has done wonders for 
the sport and the future looks 
great with more competitive 
machinery becoming available’. 
At present Hannan is in- 
terested in “anything that 
presents an individual challenge 
and goes quick“ and he has no 
thoughts about retirement. He 
has no plans to return to 





_ 


2 Ce) 





The Hannan family, from left, Leslie, son Toby and Ralph. 


day he came fourth in the Junior 
TT behind Discombe, Mike 
Steele and Dick Waterer. 

After he had sold the RD 
350 and come sixth in the 
Hamilton GP on a production 
Kawasaki 750 fitted with’ex= 
pansion chambers, Hannan 
turned his talents to beach 
racing. At the national 250cc 
beach championships at Kario- 
ahi, Hannan gained third place 


Australia and intends to be 
around the motor-cycle racing 
scene for a long time to come. 
The last: word concerns 
boss/sponsor Ginger Molloy; « 
“Ginger is an ace guy- Without 
his’support it would*have been 
hard for me to have achieved 
what | have from the sport. 
There is no way | could repay 
him for what he has done for 


me". 








Wild Weather 
For Third S.L. 
Gold Star MX 


= by Peter Stevenson 


Thunder, lightning and 
torrential rain did not deter 
over 65 riders competing in 
the Otago leg of the 1974-75 
South Island Gold Star moto- 
cross held at Sinclair's Farm, 
Waihola, ‘ 

Although the first part of 
the afternoon was brilliantly 
hot, riders competed against 
driving rain in the last two 
races, b. 

. The heavy rain soon turned 
the fast track intoa slippery 
mess, claiming the fownfall of 
many inexperienced riders, 

_Christchurch riders, Larry 
Ross, Graeme Stapleton and 
Blair Carpenter showed their 
improved form, in most cases 
beating local riders. Motor: 
cylists from Queenstown, 
Alexandra and Invercargill also 
attended the event. 

Results were: 

125ce class —Race 1 
(practice): D, Garden (Alexan- 
dra, Honda) 1, A, Maxwell 
(Fairfield, Honda) 2, B, Car- 
Penter (Christchurch, Honda) 3, 
Race 2 (for Gold Star points): 
UL. Ross (Christchurch, Suzuki) 
1, B. Carpenter 2, . Garden 
3, Race 3 (semi-final): L. Ross 
1, A. Maxwell 2, B. Carpenter 





3. Race 4 (final): L. Ross 1, 
B. Carpenter 2, D. Garden 3. 

250cc class — Race 1 
(practice): L, Ross 1, P. Doecke 
(Christchurch, Honda) 2, N. 
Roberts (Dunedin, Yamaha) 3. 
Race 2 (for Gold Star paints): 
L. Ross 1,, J. Hanning (Christ- 
church, Honda) 2, R. Happer 
(Christchurch, Suzuki) 3. 

Race 3 (semi-final): L. Ross 1, 
G. Stapleton (Christchurch, 
Kawasaki) 2, P. Doecke 3, Race 
4 (final): G. Stapleton 1, L. 
Ross 2, R. Happer 3. 

Open class — Race 1 (Gold 
Star points): G. Norris (Christ- 
church, Suzuki) 1, D. Sincock 
(Christchurch, Kawasaki) 2, 

J. Penny (Christchurch, Maico) 
3, Race 2 (semi-final): G. 
Norris 1, D. Sincock 2, J. Penny 
3. Race 3 (final): D. Sincack 

1, G, Norris 2, J. Penny 3. 

Meeting points were: — 

125 Class — L..Ross 27 
points, B. Carpeiiter 20, W. 
Calder 15. 

250 Class — L. Ross 25 
points, R. Happet 17, P. Doecke 
16, G. Stapleton 16. 

500'Class — G. Norris 25 
points, D, Sincack 23, J. 
Ponny 18. 


le had 























The North Shore Motor-cycle Club staged the Zone 4 
meeting of the NZ Pall Mall Moto-cross championships at 
Redvale, eight miles from Auckland, in sweltering heat. 
These spectators who expected to see just an ordinary ‘ 
‘scramble’, because it was the first round, were pleasantly 
surprised for even in the practice sessions it was obvious 
that nobody was going to give anything away. 

In the A-grade much atten- = 
tion was centred around the sus- i 
pensions on the machines of Peter 
Ploen and Moss Smith. Smith's 
bike features the latest Yamaha 
mono-shock while Ploen's 
Suzuki had a new rear end on 
it with shock absorbers 
sneaking in way up behind his 
number plate and coming to rest 
half way along the swinging arm. 
Burwith three strait i 
from. three starts it 
no matter how strange it looks 
it certainly is functional. Moss 

Smith came in’second and just 
pipped Laurie Love, who was 
also Suzuki mounted, by one 
point. Chris Brown followed 
Love home just ahead of Ashley 
Major and South Island ace 
Ross Horsburgh. Horsburgh is 
now living in Auckland and thus 
was eligible to enter Zone 4. 
However he was handicapped on 
the day by riding a 4-stroke 
Honda 250 as his own racing 
machine had taken a severe 
pounding onthe beach the 
previous day. 

In the first race for the 
125’s the field was split, into two 

equal halves because of the 
numbers and instructions were 
that the fastest 10 from each 
heat would be eligible for the 
semi-final at Wellington. These 
125's provided very close action 
as the difference in speed between 
one make and the next was 
minimal on the long main 
straight at Redvale. P. Lock- 
wood on a Honda had three 
straight wins while R. Averis 
also Honda was right behind 

in one heat. L. Gemmell ona 
Yamaha won the other heat 
from J. Hayes also on a 
Yamaha. 

. Inthe C-grade the speed 
was right up mainly due to the 
long straight and Wayne Addy 
‘on a 500 Yamaha along with 









Top 
Laurie Love on his Suzuki RH250. 


The rear suspensions of Ploan’s 
‘Suzukl (No. 1) and Smith's Yamaha. 


















PALL MALL MX ZONE 4” 
AT AUCKLAND .. 































































This is how it was all day. Peter Ploen leading with Laurie Love (No.15) and 
Moss Smith (No, 2) right behind waiting for one slip, 


Gary Adams on a 400 Suzuki their power and was content 
used their sheer power and with his 3rd and a trip to 
speed 1o the utmost to come Wellington (no doubt with a 
first equal. Third place: man hope for a twisty circuit). 
was Barry Sproule on 2250 Once again the B-grade 
Honda — he couldn't match showed the trend towards the 


larger machines with a 400 
Suzuki, a 450 Kawasaki and a 
500 Yamaha coming in first, 
second and third respectively 
with a score of the ever-popular 
250’s in pursuit. Grant Kevey 
ona much modified 400 
Suzuki was the B-grade. winner 
with two wins and a second. ich is why they're standard equipment 

Most of Kevey’s machine is on several famous name motor bikes 
home-made or home-modified PRES ie boa bomen’ ants for 
and at first it attracted a lot We've got a whole lot gaing for you. 
of ¢ s from the “would-be 
scramblers’ but after a race or 
two most of the tittering 
stopped. Peter Burgess riding 
a torquey 450 Kawasaki came 
in a good second with Trevor 
Jones on his 500 Yamaha 
third. 

That was all of the fast 
machinery in the B-grade and, 
as expected the 250's of Terry 
Zohs, Bob Cowley and Chris 
Giles followed. 

RESULTS: 

A-Grade: 

P, Ploen Suzuki RH 60 points 1, 

M. Smith Yamaha Mono 56, 2; 

LL Love Suzuki RH 55,3; C. Browne 


Yuasa batteries 
Powerlul and depend: 
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Yamaha YZ 50, 4; A. Major Yamaha LAURIE 
YZ 49, 5; R. Horsburgh Honda XL SUMMERS 
poe ACCESSORIES 





G. Kevey Suzuki Special 59 points 1; 
P, Burgess Kawasaki 450 54, 2; 

T. Jones Yamaha SC500 52, 3; 

T. Zohs Suzuki RH 51, 4; B. Cowley 
Honda CR250 47, 5; C. Giles 
Yamaha Mono 45, 6. 

C-Grade 

W. Adams Yamaha SC500 1; G. Adams 
Suzuki 400 2; B. Sproule Honda 
A260 3. 

125cc Heat 1: L. Gemmell Yamaha 
25 points 1; J. Hayes Yamaha 21, 2; 
T. Nobbs Honda 21, equal 2 

125ce Heat 2: P. Lockwood Honda 
30points 1; R. Averis Honda 27, 2; 
R. Josiah Suzuki 23, 3. 
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FOLLOW THE “LEDA" 


Leda Moto Cross Leathers lead the field f 
Quality, Fit and Protection. of 


Made to measure only, choice of colours and 
tims. . 
MX CHESTGUARDS ENDURO BAGS 


ya BOX 37093 


LEATHERS Stokes Valley. 
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Contd from Py 1 


and Avant (the latter once more 
on his 350, as was Discombe). 

Coming down the start/ 
finish straight Cleek caught 
Wylie at the start of the 11th 
lap and settled in right behind 
Hennen. A few seconds later 
Boote appeared with a dead 
motor and a most unfriendly 
look on his face, coasting to a 
stop right outside the pits. 

At the tail of the field, 
Australian Brian Smith 
(Yamaha TZ 350) found the 
going tough against Peter Leahy 
(TZ 350), Sarsito Sa (TZ 750), 
Graham Crosby (Kawasaki H1R) 
and Ralph Hannan (Yamaha RD/ 
TR3). Crosby in particular 
had a fine race considering 
that he has only recently started 
open class racing. The young 
Aucklander got the better of 
Sarsito and was challenging 
Martyn Bayliss (TZ 350 
Yamaha) when he retired late 
in the race. Filling in the gap 
between Bayliss and the Avant/ 
G. Boote/MacLachlan battle 
for seventh, Englishman Piers 
Forester (Yamaha TZ 750), 
Molloy and Sidarto Sa cir- 

culated in that order until the 
Indonesian sneaked past Molloy 
on the final lap. - 

Cleek stalked Hennen for a 
couple of laps and it looked 
only a matter of him picking 
the right time for him to pass, 
That time, he decided, was on 
the 12th lap. But Hennen was 
not about to Jet Cleek rob him 
of the $400 first place money. 
He clung to the leader like a 
leach but was still 0.4 seconds 
behind three laps later at the 
flag and had to be content 





“McDonald (D), Hennen (P) and Wylie (48) in,closo company during tho A-grade open race. 
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FORMER ACU 


PRES. 


DIES 


——— 


Motor-racing was also one of 
his interests. He has been the 
chief timekeeper at the Lady 
Wigram Trophy international 
meeting over a great many years 
and has also filled the same 
position at meetings held on the 
Levels Raceway in recent years. 
He took a keen interest in road 
safety and was a member of the 
Timaru Road Safety Committee. 

Mr Laurenson was associated 
with the grocery trade for most 
of his life. For the 22 years 
until his death, he was Timaru 


the sport, Mr Laurenson rode 
the Royal Enfield in road racing, 
and scrambles. On several occa- 
sions, he raced on the famous 


‘old shingle circuit at Cust. He 


also competed in trials com- 
petition. 

Shortly before World War 
Il, he became a member of New 
Zealand's first Army motor- 
cycle unit. This was intended 
as a.highly mobile force and the 
riders were all trained in the use 
of the Lewis gun. He later 
served overseas in the regular 


with the $250 second place 
money. 


Thus Cleek became the first 


overseas rider to win a Marl- 
boro series round since its in- 
auguration on December 26, 
1973, Hennen hammered the 
message home that “this 

time the local riders will not 


have things all their own way” 


and Murray Sayle, who com- 
peted last year with little 
success, demonstrated that he 
intends to do a lot better this 
year. 


Perhaps surprisingly: to many 
People, Ken Fletcher turned out 
to be the second-highest placed 


Kiwi, with two very creditable 
fifth places, 

Results: First leg D. Wylie, 
Yamaha TZ 750, 1; M. Sayle, 
Kawasaki H2R, 2; R. Cleek, 
Yamaha TZ 750, 3; T. Dis- 
combe, Yamaha TZ 350, 4; 

K. Fletcher, Yamaha TZ 750, 


5; Sidarto Sa, Yamaha TZ 750, 


6; P, MacLachlan, Yamaha TZ 
750, 7; G. Molloy, Harley 
Davidson RSS 350, 8. Second 
leg Cleek, 1; Hennen, 
Wylie, 3; Sayle, 4; Fletcher, 5; 
MacLachlan, 6; S, Avant, Ya- 
maha T2350; 
Yamaha TZ 750, 8. ' 

Final Points Position after 
one round. 

Wylie/Cleek, 15; Sayle 12; 
Fletcher 8; Hennen 7; Dis- 











combe/MacLachlan 5; Sidarto 3; 


Avant 2; Mollov/Forrester 1. 


Hennen, McDonald and Wylie 


treated the spectators to some 
ultra-close racing inthe Open 
A-grade event, with Hennen 


usually just ahead of McDonald 


and Wylie. Hennen won from 


7) Pe Foresters sens production,avantsa: Hi 


Wylie after McDonald retired. 

~ Steven Dundon led the 500cc 
event from start to finish, with 
Molloy second throughout. 

Until Mike Steele retired on the 
sixth lap he and Avant contested 
third but the departure of the 
Australian handed the national 
360cc champion third place on 
aplatter. Bayliss and Crosby 
haggled for fourth with Bayliss 
just edging out Crosby when 

it counted most. 

Both sidecar events were well 
supported and generated much 
spectator excitement. The 
Australian pair B. Holmes and 
K. Rees (Honda) got a bad 
start in the first race but sliced 
through the field eventually 
finishing fourth. In the second 
race they started better and 
after some hairy battles with 
Corbett/Forbes (Suzuki 750) 
and Murray/Anderson (Triumph 
750) they took the chequered 
flag 

Crosby was undoubtedly the 
busiest man at Gracefield. To 
add to his appearances in the 
two Marlboro heats, the 500cc 
face and the open race he raced 
his Kawasaki H2 in the two 


as 
leading the first when fe threw! 
his machine away on the third 
lap. Not to be put out, he * 
taped up his torn leathers, 
straightened out his bike and, 
won the second event from Alan 
Collison (Kawasaki H2), who 
won the first race. No sooner 
had Crosby stepped off his 
production bike than he was 
mounting the H1R for the first 
leg of the Marlboro round. 





Army. 4 

Mr T.R. McCleary, sen., a 
life member of the New Zealand 
Auto Cycle Union, paid a special 
tribute to Mr Laurenson. “He 
was one of the nicest chaps you 
could hope to meet — a thor- 
ough sportsman. He always 
made a point of speaking to the 
people he knew. . The contri-- 
bution he has made to motor- 
cycling has been enormous. He 
was extremely active right up 
to his death. His passing is a 
severe blow to motor-cycling”. 


manager of Combined Co- 
Operative Distributors Ltd. 
Before moving to Timaru, 
he was already a familiar figure 
in motor-cycling. He is a former 
member of the Pioneer and 
Canterbury clubs and was also 
a prominent competitor in most 
forms of motor-cycling sport. 
He was well known for his 
efforts ona rather curious three- 
valve Royal Enfield with an 
inclined cylinder. In the days 
when riders used the same 
motor-cycle for most forms of 


Hennens N.Z. 
Debut 
On The Beach... 


American junior road racing champion Pat Hennen made 
a surprise appearance in the Papakura club’s North Island 
750cc beach racing championship meeting. But he had little 
luck. His borrowed Norton-Eso failed him after only two 
practice laps. 

There was an impressive 





D. Muller (250 Honda} 2. 


ice 2, North Islani 

championship (16 laps) — 
D. Muller (250 Honda) 1, P. 
Clarkson (600 Kawasaki) 2, 
R. Ashley (500 Suzuki) 3. 

Race 3, five-lap scratch — 
W. Molloy (350 Yamaha) 1, 
R. Horsburgh (250 Honda) 2, 
M. Bayliss (250 Honda) 3, 

Race 4, five-lap scratch — 
M. Bayliss (250 Honda) 1, 
W. Capper (350 Suzukl) 2, D. 
Tomkins (250 Suzuki) 3. 


ol 
cluding Sot 
bler Ross Horsburgh and road- 
racers Martyn Bayliss and Ginger 
Molloy. But it was a beach 
racing specialist who took the 
major honours. Dave Muller, 
already the older of the 500cc 
title, was the winner of the 16- 
lap title race from Peter 
Clarkson. 
Results were: — 
Race 1, five-lap scratch — 
P, Clarkson (500 Kawasaki) 1, 


1S amacter of cycle 
, | COMM anica®¢ion.... 













Porirua Photos 


If you raced there, ACTION PHOTOGRAPHICS will have you 
on film. Both colour, and black and white. 

Prices Colour 6”x8" $4.00 
10” x 8" 1 $5.00 


$2.00 
$3.00 


TO ORDER: State racing number, name, address and type of 
bike, Also state sizes of photos and whether colour or black 


and white. 





Pall Mall Moto-X 
Miller takes Zone 3 


Blenheim international moto-crosser Ivan Miller returned 
to New Zealand with a vengeance by cleaning up the A- 
grade Zone 3 meeting of the Pall Mall New Zealand moto- 
cross championships at Wanganui. On a new RH 250 Su- 
zuki with gas-filled, forward mounted shocks, Miller mas- 
tered the fast but bumpy grass circuit with contemptuous 
















6" x8" 
10” x 8” 





Black/White 


Write to: ACTION PHOTOGRAPHICS 


ease. 

After his experience in Bri-* 
tain and USA earlier this year, 
Miller seemed faster than ever 
and although Palmerston North 
flyer Morley Shirriffs hit peak 
form on his Honda CR 250 to 
follow him home in all three 
races, he was well behind the 
leader on each occasion. 

Miller's style was less spec- 
tacular at Wanganui than he has 
been in the past — an indication 
Perhaps that, he intends to con- 
centrate on going even quicker 
rather than pleasing the crowd. 
There is big money in moto 
crossing in the USA and Miller 
could be preparing for his share. 

Although Miller's victories 
came as no surprise to those 
present the meeting did produce 
a few turn ups for the book, 
The New South Wales 250cc 
moto cross champion ex- 


patriot Kiwi Brian Martin, com- 


Lf 


time the racing proper had be- 
gun the rain had eased off and 
the breeze was drying the 
sandy-loam surface. 

Miller and Shirriffs quickly 
established themselves at the 
front of the pack in the first A- 
grade race in a pattern which 
was to become familiar. Reg 
Dixon from New Plymouth got 
a good start on his 500cc 
Cheney-BSA but he slipped to 
sixth place at the finish behind 
Bullock, Lambess and Reg's 
elder brother Colin Dixon, who 
was also riding one of the 
British thumpers. Tailing the 
field on the first lap ‘was injured 
Peter Boyle who limped round 
on a TM 125 Suzuki for the one 
lap necessary to qualify for the 
North Island semi-final on Jan- 
uary 26. As there were less 
than 20 starters, his one lap was 
sufficient to see him through. 


A. McClunie (Honda) and P. Thomas (Kawasaki) drift through a muddy left- 


hander as 


peted on a cantilever YZ 250 
Yamaha for a sixth place and 
two ninth places. The bare 
results do not do him justice, 
however, as in two events he 
was battling for third place be- 
fore falling, on the same right 
hand corner in both races. Mar- 
tin said afterwards that the 
course had been something of 
an eye-opener for him — parti- 
cularly the back straight which 
he described as a “ripper’’. 

Other A-grade riders to shine 
‘on the day were Johnny Bullock 
the local ace who took his 
Cheney-framed Suzuki 400 to 
two thicd places and a fourth 
place, and Masterton’s Warren 
Lambess (Yamaha), who collect- 
ed two fourths and a fifth place. 
STICKY 

Heavy rain prior to the mee- 
ting and during practise caused 
some parts of the course to 
become very sticky. But by the 
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G, Whitaker 






A-gradé starters line up ready for the next event. 


Lambess shot away at the 
start of the second race by 
the time he had reached the back 
straight Miller and Shirriffs had 
passed him and Martin was com- 
ing close. While the leading 
pair continued on their lonely 
ways, the Lambess/Martin st- 
ruggle developed into a four- 
way fight with the appearance 
of Bullock and. Phil Turnbull 
(Palmerston North) on a Su- 
zuki RH 250. Martin got passed 
the Wairarapa rider but Bullock 
got them both on the third lap 
and kept his position to the 
finish. Then on the last Jap 
Martin ditched his Yamaha on 
a sharp righthander, allowing 
Lambess and Turnbull to slip 
through. He remounted for 
sixth place, just ahead of Danne- 
virke’s Husqvaina-mounted Lou 
Peeti. * 

The final A-grade event, with 
the number of laps cut to four 


(vi naka YZ 250) leads tho fiold over the back straight during the first B-grade event. 


Morley Shirriffs (Honda) crests one 
of the many undulations along the 
back straight on his way to a second 
placa behind Miller. 





in order to hurry the programme 
through, featured Bullock and 
Lambess again locked in com- 
bat behind Shirriffs and the 
distant Miller. This time they 
were joined by Colin Dixon, 
who had had a dreadful start 
in the previous race and was 
anxious to make amends. 
Initially, Lambess held the ad- 
vantage, but on the second lap 
Bullock forged through. Dixon 
skirted the fallen Martin and 
steadily hauled in Peeti and 
Lambess. until, on the final lap 
he nipped ahead of Bullock to 
prove if nothing else that if BSA 
is dead, there are some pretty 
potent ghosts around, 
CLEAN SWEEP 

B-grader Gary Whitaker from 
Lower Hutt made a clean sweep 
of his events on another canti- 
lever Yamaha 250. New Ply- 
mouth's D. Goodwin (Yamaha) 


was the only rider who could 
approach Whitaker and he gave 


the recent Yamaha convert a 
pretty hard time in the last two 
races. 

Whitaker led the first B-grade 
race from start to finish. Ka- 
wasaki-mounted D. Armstrong 
and Plimmerton’s Warwick 
Young (Honda), recovering from 
a broken ankle received in an 
Auckland moto cross meeting, 
chased him for a couple of laps 
but gear-shifting problems put 
Young’ out half way through. 
J. Fitzgerald (Honda, Lower 
Hutt) inherited third spot and 
although he made up a lot of 
ground on the Kawasaki rider 
he could not catch him before 
the chequered flag. 

Armstrong and Young were 
first away from the line in the 
second event but Whitaker was 


very quickly into the lead. He. 


pulled away’ from the rest of the 
field so quickly that spectators 
began to wonder if he was 
graded correctly. But Goodwin, 
who started badly, was not a- 

Contd on Py 15 
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* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


* BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 


BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
werranty 


BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 
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BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle a price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 
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DENSELUBE 


A BETTER DEAL 


BY JACWAL. 


1 DENSELUBE metal 
bushings with built-in 
lubrication. 


3 PRESS-FIT assembly 
assures that proper 
positioning of link- 
plates is maintained. 


2 LINKPLATES are 
heat-treated, shot- 
peened and precision 
finished. 


4 PINS are case 
hardened, machined, 
and finished to close 
tolerances. 
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Some motor cycles are so well-suited to théir purpose, 
so superbly designed, engineered and constructed, that it 
is almost embarrassing to mention any niggling little faults 
they may have. The Moto Guzzi 850T is such a machine. 

None of the usual causes for complaint on a motor 
cycle ‘could be levelled at the Guzzi which we borrowed 
from Emerald Glen Motor Cycles of Paraparaumu, who 
recently imported a whole batch of Guzzis, big and small, 


street and trail. 

But this Italian “‘biggy’’ has 
a couple of its own of which 
we shall now dutifully inform 
you. 

The petrol cap came off the 
first time we> went to put gas 
in — and it doesn't lock. The 
front disc brake required too 
much pressure while the twin- 
leading-shoe rear drum locked 
the wheel if given half a chance. 
Both settled down slightly after 
100 kilometers of use. 

Power delivery was com- 
paratively lumpy up to 3000 
rpm — compared ‘to over 3000 
rpm, that is. If our gangly 





the other top Japanese sports/ 
tourers are quite a lot cheaper. , 

On the other hand, the 
Guzzi’s most obvious compe- 
titor, the German BMW R75/6, 
retailsat $4200 while the smaller 
R60/6 commands $3980, 

Like the BMW, the Guzzi is 
an imposing machine, one which 
really stands out in the local 
parking lot. The pots of the 
844cc 90 degree V-twin, over- 
head valve motor juts ‘outwards 
and upwards from beneath the 
petrol tank in unique fashion 
and the shaft final drive is an 
indication that this is a bike 










Handling of the big 850 Guzzi is in the sports machine category. 


tester tried hard enough he 
could touch the rocker covers 
with his knees while his feet 
were: still on the pegs — usually 
in town riding. 

The gold stripes on the tank 
‘and sidecovers are adhesive al- 
though those on the test bike 
stayed) put. 

The ignition switch (and 
automatic steering lock) is well 
located behind the steering head 
but the spare keys bounce 
around on the lip of the tank. 
Solution — pocket your keys. 


CcosT 

That's the lot. Considering 
the machine had) done only 200 
kilometers when we took de- 
livery of it we feel! criticism of 
the brakes and engine lumpi- 
ness can be tempered a little. 
Which) leaves us with a collec- 
tion of pretty weak criticisms. 

Did someone mention cost? 
Well, it depends what you are 
comparing it with, The chain 
drive Kawasaki ZI is Japan's 
Nearest equivalent and at the 
momentthat Is selling for $2700 
Which is $200 cheaper than the 
“Guzzi 850T. Needless to say, 


built to last. It looks heavy 
but it Weighs in at only 216 
kgs (477 Ibs) ready for the road 
thanks to the extensive use of 
alloys, 

Closer inspection reveals the 
touches of quality and atten- 
tion to detail which hint of the 
pleasurable riding to come. 
Borrani alloy wheel rims; Tom- 
aselli_ controls, Ceriani forks; 
Veglia instruments; allen key 
fasteners — you know this is 
class machinery before you even 


start it up. 
The finish in paintwork, 
chrome, alloy or steel is 


immaculate. 

Once the bike is rolling, all 
the promises are fulfilled, “First 
impression is one of extreme 
comfort. That long, thickly— 
padded seat is supremely com- 
fortable for both rider and pas- 
senger. The low, narrow handle- 
bars and positioning of the foot 
pegs are ideally suited to fast 
touring and) the angular 25 
litre (5% gals) gas tank fits 
snugly between the knees. 

First gear is quite! high and 
to’ minimise juddering) when 
setting off the revs should be 


built up to about 3000 rpm 
then the clutch slipped lightly 
for a second or two, Once 
engine speed reaches three grand 
a great transformation occurs 
and the whole machine settles 
down as the power impulses 
smooth out. 


BEEFY TRANSMISSION 

The transmission, like every- 
thing else on the bike, is ex- 
ceptionally beefy. A car-type 
two-plate clutch is married to 
a five-speed gearbox which is 
operated by the left foot in the 
normal one-down-five-up pat- 
tern. Surprisingly little effort 
is required to pull in the clutch 
lever but lightning-fast gear 
changes would not be possible 
without an awful lot of practise. 
The reasons for this are the 
long gear lever movement and 
the need to balance revs upon 
fe-engagement. If the latter is 
not done, changing up through 
the gears is a rather disjointed 
affair as the engine will act as a 
brake momentarily as it waits 
for more power to be appli 





you gear selection’ Is clean and, 
positive. 

Speed builds up deceptively 
quickly. Power delivery is even 
right up to the ‘yellow line” 
at 7500 rpm and there is no 
rorty exhaust note to tell all 
and sundry that this is a fast 
bike. 

The’ tachometer is red-lined 
at just over 9000 — high for a 
Pushrod motor — but we can 
see no reason why anyone would 
want to deliberately push the 
motor to its limit. While we 
had our test machine the occas- 
ional burst to about 6000 rpm 
Was enough to convince us that 
this.masterpiece will scoot along 
at a very respectable rate: of 
knots. We didn't get any per- 
formance figures but for those 
readers who place great store on 
them, overseas magazines give 
the 850T a 400-metres time of 
about 13.8 seconds and a top 
speed around) 120mph. 

Claimed maximum power 













‘A superb tc 


output of 68.5 hp is attained 
at 7000 rpm. Cruising along 
the open road at 120 km/h 
(75mph) the motor is turning 
over at just 4000 rpm. Fourth 
gear is a better choice for 50 
mph pottering and even then 
the motor js hardly into its 
stride, 

Carburetion is via twin 29 
mm Dellorto’s which are easily 
accessible for tuning. 


GOOD HANDLING 
Handling of the big Guzzi 
comes in for higher praise than 

















we would have expected of 
what is primarily a long-distance 
tourer. The double-cradle frame 
is the same as the Guzzi 750 
Sport — strong, inflexible and 
with the bottom members re- 
movable, presumably to faci- 
litate engine removal. It is also 
a classically simple frame, one 
which doesn't have —andidoesn't 
need — ugly slabs or struts of 
metal welded at strategic points 
to bolster stiffness. Frame de- 
sign is probably the Italian 
motor cycle industry's greatest 
gift to the world, and the frame 























































corner on the line you want. 
One interesting point, though, 
is the effect of torque reaction, 
The pulsating to the right ex.” 
Perienced when rewving at a’ 
standstill also makes itself felt 
when cranking on the power 
coming out of a corner. On 
right-handers it has the effect of 
resisting slightly the return to 
an upright position while on 
left handers it naturally does 
the opposite and offers a little 
assistance. Neither condition is 
any cause for alarm, nor is it 
something “‘you just have to 
live with" — it's something you 
adjust to. 

Ground clearance is ample 





of the Guzzi 850T is a prime 
example. * 

The frame is complemented 
with heavy duty ceriani forks 
(the real thing) and three-way 
adjustable rear shock absorbers. 
Both work exceedingly well. 
Riding solo on the open road 
with the shock springs on “‘soft’’ on both sides; centre and side- 
and the steering damper slack- stands are tucked well away. 
ened off a shade, all surface The 18-inch Borrani alloy 
irregularities’ were effectively tims are shod with low-profile 
ironed out without any fuss Michelin touring tyres. In the 
whatsoever. dry test conditions they per- 

To play racer on your fav- formed satisfactorily and for 
ourite stretch of sweeping bends, touring they are probably a 
all that is required is a: slight good choice. But forthe sports 
. tightening of the steering dam- rider, tyres offering more grip 
per. If the said stretch is 


particularly smooth, you might 
ty stiffening the shocks a notch 


but we doubt if.that would be 
necessary. 

The configuration of the 
alloy engine casings, barrels and 
heads and the low centre of 
gravity make the Guzzi very: 


would be preferable. 


HARSH BRAKE 

Despite its low profile, the 
rear skin could be made to skate 
along the road's surface all too 
easily with the harsh twin- 
leading-shoe brake. Like the 





quired to lay the bike into a 


needed a few more miles to 
eS Shadow a “4 


Si = aT 








The Guzzi B50T looks heavy but 
Isn't particularly so. It’s easy to put 
on the centre stand. 





{A good quality tool Kit is'supplied. Seat is supremely comfortable. 


| settle in. Nevertheless, a rear 
| brake which requires so much 
(ow rie sensitivity in one's right boot 
could be a menace in adverse 
Or emergency conditions. 

The front disc was still fairly 
stiff although it did improve in 
feel by the end of the test. But 
actual stopping power was not 
greatly affected and we consider 
it agood stopper. 
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on extreme cornering angles . 


stable and Jittle’ effort is re- front disc unit, it probably ~ 





90dogroo) V-twin| four-stroke /engIng| delivers al smooth (68'S hp st 7000 
rpm. The pots are wall protected by crash bars. 


That big petrol tank com- 
bined with a consumption rate 
of 10 litres every 162 kilometres 
(about 50mpg) gives the Guzzi 
a touring range of near enough 
275 miles. With such a com- 
fortable riding position and lack 
of vibration over 3000 rpm, the 


tider should have no qualms. 


about covering long distances 
without stopping every now and 
again to stretch the legs. 

The electrical fittings are well 
up to the standards set by the 
Test of the machine. A large 
12-volt ||-plate battery hides 
under the seat. Lighting is 
sufficient for moderately fast 
night-time cruising and the ex- 
cellent high/low beam switch, 
is easily operated by the left 
thumb and forefinger. 

Should any repairs become 
necessary on the road, Guzzi 
supply a 14-piece tool kit of 
high quality which is housed in 
the machine’s left-hand side 
compartment. 

Around town the 850T does 
not feel at home. |t yearns for 
the sweeping open road where 
its qualities are more greatly 
appreciated. It's an unfortunate 
fact that a machine set up for 
high-speed touring or sports 
riding must feel more cumber- 
some in city traffic than one 
which has more compromises. 
Still, we managed to manoeuvre 
the) test bike through Welling, 
ton’s crowded streets without 
getting hot under the collar. 
The electric start takes the app- 
fehension out of starting an 
850cc four-stroke twin which 
has a compression ratio of more 
than 9:1 and the roll-on centre 











stand is effortless to Use. The 
sidestand is fitted with a strong 
spring which hauls jt back into 
place as soon as the machine is 
upright. g 

Any motor cycle should be 
judged’ primarily on how well 
it performs the duties it is de- 
signed to do. The Moto Guzzi 
isa tourer. It has some features 
which may endear it to the 
sports rider such as fine hand- 
ling and’ brisk performance but 
these features tend more to re- 
affirm Guzzi's claim that the 
850T is “built exclusively for 
unlimited touring ... in style". 
We found it to be a superb 
tMachine. 


eee 
- Moto Guzzi 
850T 


Engine: twin cylinder, 4-stroke; 
Displacement: 844,05cc; Output: 
68.5 HP at 7000 rpm; Ignition: coil; 
Starting: electric only: Gearbox: 5- 
speeds; Transmission: double joint 
cardan shaft with Incorporated 
cushion drive; Frame: duplex cradie, 
removable bottom members; Fuel 
tank capacity 25 Its.(5.5 gls. imp.); 
Brakes: front ‘hydraulic disc; rear, 
2LS drum; Tyres: 3.50 x 18 front, 
4.10 x 18 rear; Maximum speed: 
approx. 195 ‘kmh  (122mph); 
Pecslerasioh: UR eed (0-400 
mts) — med; Weight: 216 ki 

(477 Ibs). “J % 
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Larry Ross $ 


ines In 


‘S.1. Gold Star MX ..... 


Rapidly changing fortunes and spectacular riding marked 
the fourth round of the South Island Gold Star moto-cross 
championships, held by the Corsair Club on the demanding 
Teddington circuit — the venue for the national Pall Mall 


final later this season. 


Star of the 125 class and, 
possibly, the meeting was 
Christchurch's "Mr Versatility", 
Larry Ross, He won two of the 
three heats in the 125 class 
with some really brilliant riding 
and also won one heat of the 
250ce c| 

In both classes he rode 
Suzukis. 

But neither Ross, nor any of 
the other leading riders, had any 
“armelhain’ victories such was. 
the depth of talent. Ross wa 
the defending South Island: 
champion in the 250cc class but 
it was in the smallest class that 
he made his mark 

Ross, who has already re: 
presented New Zealand at both 
moto-cross and speedway this 
year, led the first 125 heat from 
start to finish, But he could 
never afford to relax. Allan 
Bryce (Honda) challenged 
strongly for much of the race 
before dropping back to third. 
Runner-up was Blair Carpenter 
(Honda), who was later to make 
an even bigger impression 

In the second heat, Carpenter 
emerged the victor after a great 
tussle with Ross. He seemed 
set for a repeat performance in 
the third and final heat, leading 
the field through the first lap. 
But Ross had his measure this ti 
time. He waited for the inevit- 
able mistake and when it came 
he was through and away. He 
went on to win narrowly. Car 
penter was second and Bryce 
third. a 


























STAPLETON'S WIN 

A rider who made a consid- 
erable impact on the meeting as 
well was speedway test star and 
former national champion 
Graeme Stapleton. Riding a 
250 Kawasaki, he topped the 
points scoring in the 250cc class 
but his best efforts were 
rewarded with a single victory. 

Stapleton looked very much 
the man to beat in the first 
heat, leading the field through 
the first lap in very professional 
manner. As the lap reeled off 
with no change in the order, 
victory seemed certain. Then, 
with only a little more than a 
lap remaining, he took a poor 
line and, in a flash, Ross was 
through into the lead, Before 
Stapleton had recovered, John 
Nicholls (Honda), had also gone 
past into second place. 

There was no hope of 
recovering the last ground in 

\ 
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~~ 


the lap remaining and Staple- 
ton had to be content with third 
behind Ross and Nicholls, But 
for Ross, that was to be the 
only taste of victory he was to 
have in this class. 

On the second lap of the 
second heat, Ross was forced 
out with carburation problems 
.after making a good start 
Stapleton went on to gain his 
only victory of the day from 


< aRauin Reaetanal Raambilvencte ~— 


icholls in that order, 

The third heat provided one 
of the sensations of the day 
Nicholls, Stapleton and Ross led, 
the rush from the starting gate 
and first time it was Ross 
leading narrowly from the main 
bunch. Then, just a few yards 
past the finishing line, Ross shot 
off the course towards the pits 
without slackening speed. The 
riders immediately behind him 
all swung off the course too. 
Some thought there had been 
a flase start; others had just 
blindly followed the leader. 

"The throttle was stuck wide 
Open’, Ross explained later. ‘| 
just had to get off the circuit in 
a hurry”. An examination 
indicated that water had pene- 
trated the carburettor, causing 
it to stick. 


RAPID RECOVERY 

Stapleton was the first to 
recover, He shot back onto the 
course, followed by Hank 
Sproul! (Honda), of Queens- 
town, Nicholls and Doecke. They 
were away before the second wave 
of riders reached the spot. 

Stapleton looked a likely 
winner as he continued to defy 
the best efforts of Nicholls to 
get past. He led Nicholls into 
the final bend but was un-pre- 
pared for the do-or-die effort 
planned for the final jump by 
his rival. Nicholls bounced out 
of the jump level with Staple- 
ton and in the 40-yard dash to 
the finish he just got his front 
tyre in front. 

Doecke passed Sproul! to 
finish third. 3 

The top scorer in the 500cc 

* class, the only one in which 

qualifying heats were not 
required to reduce the heat fields 
to 30 riders, was Dennis Sincock 
(350 Kawasaki). He won the 
first and second heats before 
spoiling his chances of a maxi- 
mum with a spill in the final 
race, He recovered to finish 


This race was won by B. 







Langbein (Maico), of Nelson, who 
improved markedly as the day 
progressed. 

Stapleton also made his mark 
on this class. He led the first 
heat briefly on a 400 CZ but 
appeared to deliberately hang 
back so that Sincock could 
win. In the second heat, he 
looked rather more purpose- 
ful but his chances disappeared 
when his machine failed him. 

He did not start in the final race 

Results (all riders from 
Christchurch unless otherwise 
stated) were:— 





RESULTS 

125ce class (5 laps) — First heat: 
Ross, Suzuki; B. Carpenter 
Honda 2; A. Bryce Honda 3, Second 
heat: Carpenter 1; Ross 2, B. 
Williams Honda 3. Third heat: 
Ross 1, Carpenter 2, Bryce 3. 

Meeting points: Ross 25, 
Carpenter 23, Bryce 16, Williams 13, 
A. Sinclair (Ashburton) 7. 

250ce class (5 laps) — First heat: 
L. Ross Suzuki 1, G. Stapleton 
Kawasaki 2, J. Nicholls, Honda 3 
Second heat: Stapleton 1, P. Doacke, 
Suzuki 2, Nicholls 3. Third heat: 
Nicholls 1, Stapleton 2, Doecke 3. 

Meeting points: Stapleton 23, 
Nicholls 21, Doecke 18, H. Sproull 
(Queenstown) 12, J. Hanning 11. 

00cc class (5 laps) — First heat: 
D. Sincock 350 Kawasaki 1, 
G, Norris 500 Yamaha 2, G. Staple- 
ton 400 CZ 3. Second heat: 
Sincock 1, Norris 2, 8, Langbein 
(Nelson), Maico 3. Third heat: 
Langbein 1, J. Penny 400 Maico 2, 
Norris 3, 

Mooting points: Sincok 23, Norris 
20, Langbein 18, Penny 16, K. 
Kilgour (Blenheim) 10. 
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THE 
COTT 
RIAL 


ably the most notorious event I've ridden in recently has been the 


Be loc one. 


tt Trial — the diamond 
Ae eereneants over finish in this combined speed and observed section 


i ‘ch a machine wrecker, that to sample such a challenge 
ves must, But fpefho illusions then about my chances of surviving the 
igours of the course. 
reo 9am mysolf with almost a couple of hundr 3! 
at tho ready and loading an official truck with our reserve pe 
spot. , 
Drea off at fait minute intorvals and, as usual, rode like the clappers 
with mad wheolie displays for the first half hour or so, then got slower . « - 
...and slower! y 
and tlpad bosn raining heavily all weok and the grass, like that in, say, 
Hamilton, was diabolically slippery. Many of the uphill climbs between 
obsorved sections wero steop and had hidden rocks in the grass so the aero 
batics of the scares of riders dotted about the hills had to bo seen to be 
belioved! 4 i 
What was immediately noticeable was that the top riders, knowing the 
whole 75 miles of the course like the backs of their hands really moved ahead 
of the rest of the field at an incredible rato. Local knowledge is an 
essential ingredient for success! 
‘Tho observed soctions, of which there were approximately 40, started off 
by being on grassy banks with a few rocks. There were also some in stream 
beds. All were slippery and difficult to find wheolgrip. 
Then thoy bocame more difficult with boulders of incredible size. Here 
riders crashed from one to the other and crankcases and engine side cases 
wera smashed in profusion. 
It was exhausting work but | was pleased with my performance in keeping 
going, sometimes losing only an occasional point instead of a three or a five. 
At about the half way stago there was a water crossing so deep that on the 
other side as many as 20 riders at a time were trying to dry their water-logged 
bikes out, 
Sid Lampkin caught up to me shortly afterwards and shouted at mo as we 
tore along to stay with him through the first bog which was coming up. 
These poat bogs go on, and on, undone deep... So | was. 
ciative of Sid’s knowledge of where to go, and we both got through quickly. 
After this bog came a wilderness of bracken covered ground with single: 
paths and hidden rocks. 
Thad kept my tyro pressures up foaring that a percussion puncture would 
be tho last straw in such an ovent. 
A lot of riding at this stago was In first gear, creeping along very narrow 
tracks and around the sides of rocky cliffs. 
A socond bog appeared and | gave a hand to pull a couple of muddy 
people and their bikes free. Then | bocame stuck. Well and truly — mud 
right over the rear guard. Do you think anyone would stop to lend a 
hand? No, not on your nelly! 
It took a full half hour of tugging and heaving to get clear and it left 
me absolutely exhausted. 
There was a coating of bog, not only all over the bike, but also over 
handlebar grips, gloves and myself. 
This, combined with my exhausted state produced a hearty crash when 
trying to go quickly down a stony track. | cut my hand in this escapade 
So forgive me for admitting that | would have been thankful for the Scott 
trial to have finished right at that point. 
However | did press on to last the distance. An unbolievably hard 
event, the like of which is beyond comprohonsion to anybody other : 
than a competitor. 
My bike looked a mess. Bent handlebars smashed up rear mudguard 
ind a broken clutch case. Otherwiso OK and going well. 
I'm thinking now that it will be great to ride again in the Scott 


‘ed other contestants wore 
rol supplies to 














noxt yoar! 
RESULT: 

Since Chris wrote this report the results have boon published. 
185 ontries — 47 finishers 


Chris Harris 31st Place — finishers certificate award. | 
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after Horsburgh. But the lost 
ground was:too much to regain 
and Horsburgh was still 60yds 
clear at the finish. Stapleton 
was a good second, well Clear 
of Happer who was third. 

Brian Donaldson (Ashburton) 
brought his 125 Honda home 
fourth with Larry Ross (125 
Suzuki) filling fifth. 


Results wo 
1.26cc qualifying races — Jack 
Mathison scratch: R. Horsburgh, 
Honda 1: L. Ross, Suzuki 2; B. 
Donaldson, Honda, 3; 
Stan Ogg Scratch: B. Carpenter, 
Honda 1; P. Cox, Suzuki 2; M. 
Dobson, Suzuki 3, Bexley scratch: 
B, Williams, Honda 1; B. Ward, 
Yamahe 2; G, Brown, Suzuki 3. 
250ce qualifying races — South 
Brighton scratch: G.J. Stapleton, 
Kawasaki, 1; J. Hanning, Honda 2; 
D. Gottermeyer, Honda 3. North 
Beach scratch: R. Happer, Honda 
1; D. Burns, Honda 2; M. Haines, 
Suzuki 3. eee 
251.cc and over qualifying races — 
Castrol classic: J. Penny, 400 Malco 
1; B. Roberts, 400 Husqvarna, 
G. Norris, 500 Yamaha 3. 
Open races — G. Hall scratcl 
RR. Horsburgh, 125 Honda 1; L. 
Ross, 125 Suzuki 2; B. Donald- 
$0 








". 35ce non-qualiffers’ race — 
P. Terrace, Suzuki 1; S. Duff, 
Kawasaki 2; K. Murphy Honda 3. 
Semi-finals (5 laps) — 125¢c 
race: R, Horsburgh Honda 1; L. 


Ross Suzuki 2; B, Donaldson, Honda 
in 3, 250cc races: G, Stapleton, 
Kawasaki 1; R. epped Hones zi 
J. Hanning Hon . cc ant 
i $ by Rod Dew over pea Gi Nofris 500 Yamaha 
1; J. Penny 400 Mai M. 


Above ¥ Bradley 450 Maico 3. 
Former national champion Bruce Rober (Hus yerne #00 loot na Byte Final (8 lops) — Horsburgh 
. rk ul from Dennis Sincock (Kawasaki 350) on the first lap of an early quali- 125 Honda 1; Stapleton 
Christchurch rough-rider Ross Horsburgh AS 100 Ying race during the Castrol moto-cross near Christchurch. Other prominent Kawasaki 2; Happer 250 Honda 
with a borrowed 125 Honda for the annual riders ‘are John Penny (400 Maico, No. 31) and Gary Norris (Yamaha 500, 3. onaldson 126 Honda 4; 


moto-cross on the testing Ogg’s Farm international circuit No..18), FOO 
at Tai Tapu near Christchurch. Few thought that he could 
give away so: much power to the 250s and still remain 


There were some raised eyebrows when 20-year-old 


competitive in open country. 
But Horsburgh proved every- 
body wrong in the most con- 
vincing manner. He won his 
125cc qualifying heat, the 125 
cc semi-final, an open race and 
the main race of the day — the 
Castrol eight-lap final. 11 was 
a great effort which left him 
about $300 richer, 


Bill Campbell, was forced to 
abaridon four scheduled races 
because 6f lack of starters. 

One who suffered particular 
ly badly was Masterton rider 
Warren Lambess (360 Yamaha), 
who had, looked very com- 
petitive in practice. |t was 
during a practice circuit that he 


John Penny (400 Maico) pours on the power on one of the few level 


stretches of the circuit during the 


However, he didn’t have 
things entirely his own way. 
Speedway test star Graeme 
Stapleton (250 Kawasaki), 
making a serious return to 
scrambling, led the race for 
more than half the distance. 
Horsburgh was only left in the 
clear after Stapleton catapulted 
off the circuit when he 
momentarily lost control of his 
bucking machine over some 
giant corrugations near the 
summit of a full-power climb, 
Loss of power through a slipped 
manifold gasket proved to be 
the cause, 

Stapleton recovered well 
and, although still down on 
power, was closing on the 
flying Horsburgh when the 
race ended. He had to be 
content with a very creditable 
second place. Third was 
another Christchurch rider, 
Robin Happer (250 Honda). 


HEAVY TOLL 

The hill circuit was a 
particularly demanding one 
with steep rutted climbs and 
body-jolting drops the order of 
the day, This took a heavy 
toll of machinéry and high 
temperatures adversely affected 
riders. Although there were 80 
entries, the stage was reached 
when the secretary of the 
organising New Brighton club, 


Castro! moto-cross. 


spilled off in spectacular 
fashion. He was taken to 
hospital and admitted with 
concussion and a shoulder 
injury. 

In the qualifying rounds and 
the semi-finals, riders were kept 
to their capacity classes. It 
became clear during-these that 
the two chief contenders were 
Horsburgh, who had unexpect- 
‘edly returned after.a period in 
Auckland, and Stapleton. Both 
won all their races, although 
Stapleton was noticeably slower 
than his younger rival. 

The Kawasaki rider was hold- 
ing himself in, saving his energy 
for the final. Considering that 
he had represented New Zealand 
in a speedway test against the 
British League Riders' team in 
Wellington the previous night, 
the need to pace himself was 
obvious. 


COME-BACK 

In the last two seasons, 
Stapleton has ridden in moto- 
cross purely to keep himself fit 
for speedway. His machines 
have not been particularly com- 
petitive and his performances 
have suffered because of this, 
But this season, he has a new 
Production Kawasaki and is 
once again showing the sort of 
form which once made hima 
New Zealand champion and 


one of this country’s top inter- 
national scramblers, 

There was plenty of evidence 
of his talent in the rough riding 
field as he shot out the gate at 
the start of the final. Up the 
big climb he led Larry Ross 
(125 Suzuki), Horsburgh and 
Robin Happer. At the end of 
the first lap he was fifty yards 
clear of Ross and well on his 
way to re-establishing himself 
at the top of the moto-cross 
pedestal. “ 

But he was still riding within 
himself and this was to bring 
about his downfall. Horsburgh, 
riding as if possessed, fought his 
way into second place on the 
second lap and rapidly closed on 
Stapleton. Only when he was 
right behind the speedway 
rider did Stapleton begin to 
ride at maximum. 

Horsburgh slipped past into 
the lead on the third lap but 
Stapleton responded 
magnificently to the challenge. 
Ona long down-hill section he 
shot past Horsburgh as if he 
was going backwards and est- 
ablished a lead of 10yds. 

Horsburgh again crept up 
‘on his opponent and on the fifth 
lap he selected a better line up 
the big climb. They were side 
by side near the summit when 
Stapleton’s bike started bucking 
through a series of rapid un- 
dulations. He was bounced off 
his line and off the course, 

He clung grimly to the 
machine as it threatened to go 
catapulting down a severe drop, 
regained contro! and set off 


moto-cross. 


Having his first ride in New Zealand since returni 


years in Australia, former Christchurch rider Bruce 


Farm International circuit. 


Christchurch racer G.,Busch (125 Suzuki) in action during the Castrol 


from a stay of several 
loberts 


(400 Husqvarna) 


heads off into tho dust during the Castrol $1100 moto-cross on the Oga’s 





ee 





In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
pepe NZMEN readers in touch with events at home and 
abroad. 


The three-match series 
between New Zealand and 
the British League riders 
did not go off too well — 
at least. as far as we were 
concerned. The young 
British riders, to: into 
an international series at 
the eleventh hour when the 
Australian visit fell through, 
really came up trumps. 

Led by Dave Moreton, 
Britain went through the three 
meetings unbeaten. | thought 
we might pull off the final test 
at Templeton but even that 
slipped through our. fingers when. 
a fuel hose came adrift on 
Graeme Stapleton‘s bike in the 
ninth heat. 

Had it not been for this, | 
am sure we would have won. 
As it- was, Britain only won 
31-29 — the closest match of 
the series, And we had the 
satisfaction of finishing on a 
high note with Stapleton and | 
“taking the first two placings in 
the final heat. 

For this final test, Graeme 


and | were joined by two other 
Christchurch riders, Tom Black 
and Larry Ross, Tom has rid- 
den in England but this was 
Larry's first taste of inter- 
national competition. He was 
a little nervous at the start but 
made tremendous progress 
during the evening — so much 
so that by the end he was put- 
ting considerable pressure on 
the top Englishmen. If he keeps 
this up, he has a fine future 
ahead. 

Graeme Stapleton and | were 
the only two. riders to ride for 
New Zealand in all three mee- 
tings. Two supporting riders 
to make up the unofficial four- 
man team were chosen from 
each track we competed at. 

In the first meeting at Auck- 
land we had Garry Peterson 
and lan Ross, and the meeting 
was quite a close one. Garry 
and | lined up in the last race 
needing a 5-1 to win the match 
for NZ. After about three false 
starts we got away with Garry 
and myself both making good 


Starts, but | thought my frame 
had broken and pulled out of 


the race. Jn actual fact,.|.had_ J} es 


thrown the tread on my rear 
tyre, and if | had known this | 
would have kept going. 

The final result was 33-27 
in favour of the British, 

The second meeting was a 
week later, at Wellington and 
we had Robin Addlington and 
Graeme Smith in the team. 
This is a meeting | want, to 
forget as | only finished in my 
first ride, | even borrowed 
Graeme Stapleton’s bike for one 
ride, |t had been going per- 
fectly all night, and it stopped 
on me. What with my troubles 
and Grame Smith being out of 
touch, everything fell on Graeme 
Stapleton and Robin Adlington, 
But the two of them on their 
own could not stop the slaughter. 


In the end we went down, 
45-19, : 


ENGLAND 


England drew with Portugal, 
0-0, atWembley — not speedway 
but soccer, England was ex- 
pected to walk over Portugal, 
and, after only drawing the 
Match, reports started to appear 
in some of the national papers 
that the pitch was bumpy where 
it was laid over the speedway 
track. If it was bumpy, then 
it was bumpy for both teams 
and there were no such com- 
ments when England_beat Czech- 
oslovakia, 3-0, a month before- 
hand. 

Wembley’s press secretary 
said it was just paper talk and 
there was no truth in the stories, 
But without Wembley, ‘there is 
no other stadium in England 
big enough to hold the crowd 
for a World Final, and with the 
1975 World Final already allo- 
cated to England, it is starting 
to get a lot of people a bit 
worried. 

Three new tracks have been 
admitted to the British Second 
Division for 1975. They are 
Newcastle, Crayford and Pais- 


SSS . 


ded 






Z fe ese 


pleton and Jim McMillen tangle during the World Team cup. 


ley. An application from Alder- 
shot is being considered, also 
Of the 19 second division 
tracks last year, only Sunder- 
land has dropped out. 


AMERICA 

The United States national 
championship remains in the 
Bast family, but is transferred 
from 1973 champ Mike Bast to 
1974 champ Steve Bast. In 
heat three of the championship 
the brothers met, and showed 
that Mike was a bit off form 
and Steve was going to be the 
man to beat. With three rides 
each completed, Steve was the 
only unbeaten rider, but in heat 
13 he met his downfall and 
finished third which put him 
in a three way tie with brother 
Mike and Jeff Sexton. In heat 
17, Steve led Jeff all the way 
and this then left brother Mike 
as the only man who could 
catch him. But Mike finished 
last in the last ride which left 
him third in the championship 
behind Jeff Sexton. 


RHODESIA 

Following a disagreement 
with the management over the 
wet conditions of the track, 
four times national champion 
Peter Prinsloo has announced 
his retirement from speedway. 


with Wembley and then Ipswich 
in British League’ racing, is by - 
far the most experienced of the 
South African riders, and with 
the 1974 champ, Mike Ferreira 





‘in to uniform for a year's mili- 


tary service, the Rhodesian 
promoters have4 serious setback. 


AUSTRALIA 

Liverpool speedway is in big 
trouble. Frank Oliverie built a 
new speedway track inside the 
existing one, tar sealed the old 
track for the cars and thought 
everything: was fine. Now the 
Australian speedway control 
board want a fence put up 
round the bike track before they 
will give it a licence. But then 
the NSW Police stepped in and 
insisted that there must not be 
a fence between the two tracks 
before they issue their licence. 

Several riders face the chance 
of loosing their licences for 
speedway after taking part in 
what was called an- unofficial 
Practice during a car meeting at 
Liverpool. Four of the riders 
are Scottish International George 
Hunter, ‘Englishman Howard 
Cole and two Aussie riders Bob 
Humphreys and Greg Kentwell. 
They could be barred from 
speedway for one year. 

Australia won the first test 
in the 43rd series with England, 
62-45, at Brisbane. 


Peter, who spent some time 
a a 

















here's something 


to cover up that 


grotty wallpaper in your room... 


A Poster of John Boote riding | 
his Levis TZ750 Yamaha | 


pecesteieet 

o printed on good 
quality art paper 

- Ofull colour 

Oa bargain at 


$1.50 Pius 8cents 
Postage : 


($375 for 3) 





. copy (ies) of the John Boote poster. 


ish to purchase . - 
eset ote for S....+. 


l enclose a cheque/po: 





INMihe fs pe ncsirninn oaysteant Sgecese ramen sn ahtalManh eran eer ay 


Send remittance to: 


FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 
P.O, Box 883, ; 
WELLINGTON 
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sports ‘ 
commenta 


ALL ELIGIBLE 

The New Zealand Auto 
Cycle Union has ruled that any 
riders, irrespective of where 
they live, can compete in 
island Gold Star moto-cross 
events, This is a sequel to the 
South Island Gold Star meeting 
at Blenheim in which three 
North Island riders were ruled 
ineligible by the ACU steward. 


INSURANCE 


Any riders entering in the. 
forthcoming Marlboro $25,000 
international road racing series 
must, under FIM rules, have 
personal life insurance cover 
for a minimum of $2500. The 
New Zealand ACU has requested 
the FIM to modify the ruling in 
view of New Zealand's accident 
compensation scheme but 
world officials seemed unable 
to appreciate that it was 
possible for such a scheme to 
exist. 


NOTHING OFFICIAL 
The New Zealand Auto 
Cycle Union has decided to take 
no action on the reported 
acceptance of Australia as a 
full member of the FIM 
because it has not received 
official notification, The union 
is continuing to plan its 
activities on the assumption 
that everything will stay the 
way it was. However, not 
being a full member itself, it 
is unlikely to get any official 
notification. The best it can 
hope for is that the infor- 
mation will be relayed on by 
the British ACU. There is no 
obligation for anubody to 





officially notify New Zealand, 
And anybody who continues to 
think that the status quo will 
remain, is ignoring the obvious. 
GOLD STAR 
North Island Gold Star 
moto-cross meetings for which 
permits have been granted 
are Thames Valley on January 
9 and North Shore on February 
16, Three other meetings are 
scheduled — Whangarei, 
Ixion and Manwatu Orion — 
but dates have not yet been 
set, Final results of last 
season's South Island Gold Star 
series, held up because of the 
dispute over late entries, are:— 
125 class — G. Sword (Chch) 
88, B. Ainsworth (Blenheim) 
53, A. Sintes (Chch) 46. 250 
class — L. Ross (Chch) 130, 
G. Goodfellow (Dunedin) 87, 
+ P. Doecke (Chch) 83. 500 class 
—R. Happer (Chch) 144, G. 
Norris (Chch) 75, J. Penny 
(Chch) 68. 


OPEN TRIAL ° 
Stuart Marshall (325 Bultaco) 
“won the Papakura club's open 
trial at Wairoa Gorge, the club's 
final event for the year. Riders 
attempted five laps through 
two groups of four sections. 
Results were: S. Marshall, 325 
Bultaco 1; R. Stables, 250 
Yamaha, 2; B. Hoare, 250 
Bultaco, 3; J. Anderson, 250 
Yamaha, 4; P. Clarkson, 250 
Ossa, 5. 
SUZUKI RES SEMINAR 
Service managers from 
Suzuki dealers throughout the 
country attended a four-day 
RES service seminar in 


Wanganui in early December, 
Under the direction'of factory "> | 
service technician, Kozo 
Nakamura, representatives 
from all dealers who will be 
selling the. rotary-engined 
tourers were instructed in 
construction, working prin- 
ciples, assembly, trouble 
shooting and warranty aspects 
of the RE5 on the premises 

of importers, Percy Coleman 
and Co. Ltd, A complete 
machine and both cutaway 

and genuine parts were on 
hand so that service managers 
could familiarise themselves 
with all aspects of the power/ 
transmission system, The RES’s 
cycle parts follow conventional 
form. 

The RES will be on sale in. 
New Zealand in January or 
February. Cost is expected to 
be in the $2500-2700 region. 


MX NUMBER DISCS 

« Len Payne, ACU senior 
steward and co-ordinator of the 
Pall Mall New Zealand moto 
cross championships, is concerned 
that three-figure competition 
number plates make it very 
difficult, particularly in muddy 
conditions, for lap scorers to do 
their job. 

These conditions prevailed 
at the Zone 3 Wanganui round 
of the Pall Mall championships 
and with most of the riders 
having three-figure numbers 
(some of which were hard to 
read even when clean) both lap- 
scorers and spectators had a hard 
time deciphering who was where. 
Len suggests that stick-on 
number discs be made available 
for each meeting. Competitors 
in each grade or class would be 
numbered from one upwards 
so that only single or double 
figures would be used, This, of 
course, means that there could 
be four or more different 
number one’s, two's or three’s, 
etc in a day’s racing, but as 
long as the spectators are in- 
formed of what is going on, 
Len feels the simplied lap 








ALLAN COLLISON says..... 


“Results on the track prove for themselves CONTI'S reliability, 





scoring which would.result- 


'would:be worthwhile, 


SIDECAR SCENE 

There's sure to be some 
exciting racing amongst the 
sidecars this season. It is already 
turning out the biggest fields in 
years — and about time. 

Quite a few new outfits are 
around this season, hence the 
big fields. The most impressive 
looking (and sounding) is the 
Joss Tims Trident, driven by 
Lew Murray with Russ Ander- 
son doing the hard work in the 
chair. After a couple of second 


* places at Porirua these Timaru- 


vians nave made many of us 
take notice, This is their first 
season on three wheels and they 
will be trying hard over the 
Marlboro series, Should be 
interesting if the triple stays 
the distance. Apart from 
sounding and looking good, it 
really flies. 

Another tidy outfit is the 
Hillman Imp of Clyde Wilson. 
A lot of potential is in this 
machine and after a couple of 
years lay off, it won't be long 
before Clyde gets back to his 
former driving ability. 





_WAINUL MOTO. CROSS 
While the Zone foursmeeting pf the Pall 
Mall.motor.cross championsh|ps were 
being held in Auckland, many of the 
competitors from the previous week's 
Zone Three meeting in Wanganui +. 
assembled on Jackson’s farm, fora 
really full day’s racing. Ivan Miller 
ventured from Wanganui and kept him 
self in trim by dominating both the A- 
grade and 125cc events on his trick 
Suzukis, Warren Lambess (cantilever 
YZ 360 Yamaha), Phil Turnbull (RH 
250 Suzuki) and Australian visitor 
Brian Martin (cantilever YZ 250 
Yamaha) also figured prominently in 
the A-grade results, while Lower Hutt’s 
Gary Whitaker repeated his Wanganui 
performance by trouncing the B-graders 
‘on his cantilever YZ Yamaha 250. 
Geoff Page (Suzuki 250) and Murray 
Anderson (Yamaha 250) hotly’ 
contested the leadership of the trail 
bike classes with the nod in each case 
going to Page. The organisers mans 
aged to fit in 23 quick-fire races on 
the programme and with the ruling ban - 
ing the firing up of engines in the pits 
except during actual racing, the good- 
sized crowd were treated to a very 
pleasant day’s entertainment. 





John Gibbon and Craig Siddall 
fight It out on their 125 Hondas. 


BE THERE 
WHEW IT HAPPENS 


FROM $1067 


LOS ANGELES. 


SUPPORTERS ITINERARY 


MON 24 FE: Fly from Auckland to 
‘TUE 2 FED: Tous of Hollywood's Unies Flim 


WED 26 FED; Depart Lox Angee or San Fran 
Fron 
aaa’ Tour 
FIU20 Fen Fly trom tn Proncncs 
SAT OI Mal Dam tow Vane 


ee (Do. 
‘you chanes at the Casinos in the 


BUN 02 MAM Depart Las Vegas for New Orlane 
MON 03 MAR) Tor sowing Oar New Oty 
TUE 04 MAR: At leurs in Ne ead 
WED 01 MAR: Fy rom New Oreste tana 
THU 6 MAR: Albu dn Ova 
Tour ta WAN Dianey World, Later 
part tor Daytona 


® Included in the holiday price is 


SAN FRANCISCO 


LAS VEGAS, .. DAYTONA 


PARTICIPANTS ITINERARY 
MON 24 FED: Wing you way from Auckland to 
ee 


Los 
TUE 25 FED: Dehind the somes peak at Hollywood's 
Film Stadion 
Lot Angeles 


is 
dyna we 
Suet Terenas 
tpt 
forsee ate 


Roed Mace 
MON 10 MAR: Depart Daytons for Horta On 
i well reeaiee a traditional 


mun 
WED 12 MAR: Oay #t 
3 MAR: Depart 


9 Homalue 
Worelulu 
MAR! Arrive Auckland, 


Aerarelica te saricionts in ha Dervrs 200- 
howl conaaet Lan Safer 


Toot Pons estat eu 
+ Toot 
3415 Acai, Aesrl Motortye Peon 


Your return economy airfare, share twin 


weenmamodation throughout.and sightsating tours. ‘The peices quoted are 


ubject to those In force at time 


Of travel and to fluctuations in currency. 


handling and performance’. 


Ast 
1st 


DAYTONA 1975 


Timaru. Production Race 
Ruapuna Production Race 


2nd = Castrol Six Hour Race 
1st Porirua G.P, 


Call in to your local motorcycle dealer and ask to see thi 
bee att range of high performance road and cross ent 
es, 


RIDE ON CONTI'S THIS SUMMER 


Distributed throughout New Zealand by E.W. Pidgeon & Co. Ltd. 











- Alloy rims. 








FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: 
Triumph 600cc unit construction. 
Road racer. Norton forks. Twin 
leading shoe, Norton front brakes. 
1973 Bonneville rear 
hub. Frame designed to carry engine 
oil. 3% gal. Manx Norton Tank. 
$300.00 new spares, imported from 
England. Price $700.00 the lot ONO 
Reply: Ken Ricks P.O. Box 9116, 
Courtenay Place, Wellington. 


FOR SALE: 
R500 Suzuki Road Racer. Norton 
Commando forks and disc brakes 
i ys. Koni rear shocks. En- 
at start of this season, 
new barrels, heads, pistons etc. Good 
range of rear spockets and gear box 
spockets. Mikuni sand cast, 36mm 







carbs. Price $1600 ONO. Terms 
available. Reply: Rick P.O. Box 
9116, Wellington. 

FOR SALE: 


1973 Cheney Suzuki TM 250, 34 
mm carb. Ceriani forks. Koni shocks. 
Has had very little use, complete 
with spares. Offers. Write Laurie 
Callender, Box 4095 New Plymouth 
East or phone: 75863. 


FOR SALE: 

Triumph” Hurricane. 1973 3000 
genuine miles. One of only two in 
New Zealand. Must sell, cash offers. 
Telephone 553-238 Wellington (day) 
“or 453 Pukerua Bay (night). 


FOR SALE: 

Suzuki TM400K, fast and reliable, 
recent recondition $850, Leda road- 
race leathers, lined and padded, black 
suit small to medium build $90. 
Aero roadrace leathers, black, suit 
medium build $60. Early CB750 





rear wheel including brake $35 ONO. 
Contact S. Stewart, 66 Stokes Valley 
Rd, Lower Hutt, ph SVB176. 


MOTO-CROSS CLEAR. 
SALE: RW 


C2400 A quality, low maintena 
machine in excellent order $895.00. 
Suzuki TM250. Forward mounted 
rear shocks make this 1974 model 
vy competitive. $645.00. 

uzuki TM125. Has never been 
raced! Latest model in “as new” 
condition. Only $545.00, 

Kawasaki FBIM. Done four mee- 
tings, cheap racing at $495.00. 
Handa CR250M. Little used and 

new mechanically, a winner 

$995.00. i ip 
All the above machines available at 
60% deposit from Bryan Scobie 
Motors, 30 Barton St, Hamilton. 


FOR SALE: 


Egli-Vincent Road Racer. Very good 
Black Shadow motor with many 
good parts. Alcohol pistons, discs 
brakes etc. Competitive open class 
racer. Easily converted to incredible 
road bike. $2,300 ONO. For details 
contact Rod Dunshea c/o Auckland 
Motorcycles Ltd, 150 Ponsonby Rd. 


FOR SALE: 

74 CZ125 Moto-cross as new good 
performer. Genuine reason for 
selling. $600. 

73 125 Suzuki complete with moto- 
cross and road race gear including 
fairing, Konis 21” wheel etc. $400 
ONO. Phone-139 Little River or 
write L van Dijk “Omana” Little 
River, Banks Peninsula. 


FOR SALE: 

Scrambler 1974 Suzuki TM250L. 
Forward mounted Konis and all the 
trick mods. Exportly maintained. 
$1000 or $600 dep. Don McNeill 
Motors, 73 Stanmore Rd, Christ- 
church LMVD. Phone 891-674 or 
384-552 after hours. 








Power Goes 


Greg Power, co-holder 
with Bruce Mitchell of the 
1974 NZ trials champion- 
ship and Waikato trials 
champion, has indicated 


__«euithat/hevisaccepting,an offer. 


* of sponsorship from the NZ 
Yamaha distributors. 

Early in the new year he 
will take delivery of anew TY 
250B Yamaha on which he 
will contest the 1975 NZ series. 
The TY250B is basically the 
same as the TY250A currently 
used by Bruce Mitchell but 
contains detail improvements 
such as heavier flywheel, 
narrower engine cases, new 
carburettor and other more 
cosmetic changes. 

When, asked why he is 
changing after such a successful 
year on Ossa, Greg stated that 
apart from obvious financial 
advantages in accepting the 


offer (it costs the average rider 

at least $1000 to contest the 

NZ series in travelling expenses 
alone) he looks upon the machine 
change as a challenge. 

While he has done consider- 
ableiiding.on, Yamaha trials 
Machinesand likes them d lot, 
Power made it quite clear that 
he has nothing against the Ossa 
He is certainly looking forward 
to promoting the “Team 
Yamaha" name:in 1975. 

It Would not be surprising 
if we also saw Greg on the odd 
moto-cross circuit this season, 
He has competed most success- 
fully in one or two low key 
events during 1974 and it is 
apparent that his flamboyant 
fiding style is not restricted to 
trials machines. Those who 
know Greg well are already 
looking forward to a new era 
of showmanship in the NZ 
motocross scene!! 
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bout to Jet, the, cantilever. Yar 
maha have it.all its own way: 
and he stormed through to the 
leading bunch on his own Ya- 
maha. On the final lap» he 
caught J. Burling (Yamaha, 
Hawera) who was lying second 
and set his sights on Whitaker. 
At the flag the New Plymouth 
rider was inhaling the canti- 
lever's exhaust fumes 

Young had faded badly in 
the previous race, but he again 
shot into the lead at the start 
of-the final B-grade event. He 
got about 100 yards before 
doing a spectacular endo after 
landing in a hole on the- 
“straight”. Whitaker and Good- 
win took over from where they 
had left off but although Good- 
win tried different lines wher- 
ever he could, the Lower Hutt 
rider was destined for his hat- 
trick. P. Moselen (Suzuki, New 
Plymouth) who had put in a 
couple of worthwhile  per- 
formances earlier in the day, 
latched onto third early in the 
race and managed to keep the 
two leaders in sight. 

Napier Yamaha rider, V. 
Rietr, and Hawkes Bay’s C. 
Tully (Suzuki) proved to be the 
top C-grade competitors, each 
earning 21 points on the day. 
Together with F. Atkins (Honda 
Levin) and B. Reader (Honda, 
New Plymouth) they dominated 
the leaderboard, Rietr finishing 
third in the first two races and 
winning the final race, while 
Tully won the second event, 
came fourth in the first and 
second in the third 


TWO 125cc FIELDS 

The large number of entries 
in the 125ce class compelled 
the organisers to race them in 
two groups. Craig Siddall 
(Honda) from New Plymouth 
wrapped up the group one races 
with a runaway win in the first 
event of the day and two other 
wins from fellow townsman L. 





Callender (Suzuki) later in the 
programme. G. Merewether 
(Suzuki) made it a 1-2-3 for 
Taranaki by collecting two third 


places and a fourth. 

The second 125cc group pro- 
vided some of the closest racing 
of the day, with four or five 
riders sharing the points be 
tween them. Lower Hutt’s M. 
Saunders led a procession of 
Honda's into the first corner of 
the first race. For a while, an- 
other New Plymouth Mere- 
wether (K.G.) set the pace but 
he in turn was passed on that 
undulating back straight by J. 
Gibbons (Wellington). Working 
his way through the tightly- 
packed field,, Grant MacRae 
from Hawera passed C. Main- 
donald. (Hastings) and Mere- 
wether on the last lap to be the | 
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when MacRae threw his Honda 
away on a lefthander on, the 
first lap. Merewether and Gib- 
bons contested the lead and 
were joined half way through by 


G. Maindonald from Hastings.- 


After briefly holding» second 
place to _ Merewether, Maine 
donald fell back to third on the 
penultimate lap under renewed 
pressure from Gibbons then 
whoop-de-doo'd right out of it 
on the finish straight. C. Der- 
win (Honda, Napier) claimed 
third place ahead of Saunders. 


ZONE 3 PALL MALL. NZ MOTO 
CROSS CHAMPS — RESULTS 


A-Grade Race 1 — 1. Miller, Su- 
zuki RH 250, 1; M. Shirriffs, Honda 
CR 250, 2; J. Bullock, Suzuki 400 
Special, 3; Race 2— Miller 1; 








iffs 2, Bullock 3. Race 3 — 
Miller 1; Shirriffs 2; C. Dixon, 
BSA 500, 3. 


B-Grade Race 1 — G, Whitaker 
Yamaha YZ 250, 1; D. Armstong 


MOTO GUZZI 


-Electric Starting 
Five Speed Gearbox 


YAMAHA = — 






ling 
Whitaker, 1; G 
len Suzuki 3. 
C-Grade Race 1 — F, Atkins 
Honda 1; B. Reader Honda 2; 
Rietr Yamaha 3. Race2— |) 
Reader 


4; Tully 2; Atkins 
125cc Class Race 1 (1st. 
— G. Siddall Honda 1; 
G. Rawles Honda 2; h 
wether Suzuki/3. Race 2— 
Siddall 1; L. Callender Suzuki 
2; Rawles 3, Race 3— Siddall 
1; Callender 2; Merewether 3. 
125ce Class (2nd Group) 
Race | — J. Gibbons Honda 1; 
G. MacRae Honda 2; K. Mer 
wether Honda 3. Race 2 — 
Merewether 1; Gibbons 2; C. 
Derwin Honda 3. Race 3— 
MacRae 1; Merewether 2; 
C. Maindonald Honda 3. 


SUZUKI 


Transmission — Double joint Cardan Shaft with incor- 


porated cushion drive. 
Frame — Duplex cradle 


Maximum Speed — approximately 122mph 


Weight — 477 lbs. 


Another outstanding achievement in the true Guzzi 
tradition. The 850-T. The machine built exclusively 
for unlimited touring........instyle 


Contiriental tyre stockists 


Agents for Yamaha & Suzuki 


en 
ITU CZ) 
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